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To the Right Honorable 

Reverend Father. inGCD. : 
Lord Bifhop of Winchefter, and 
Prelate of the moft noble Order 


4 al. ie bla 7 mae eae ae 
of the Garter... 


Q0¢1 Did fome years 
E=< pal, prefent you 
we with a plain rela- 
pages tion of the life 

IEEE of Mr Kichard 
Hooker, that bumble man, to- 
ahofe memory, Princes and the 
moft learned of this Nation ave 





,, The Epifle  * 
paid a reverence at the mention of 
hisname ---- And, now with Mr. 
Hookers I prefent you alfo, the 
life of that pattern of primitive 
piety, Mr. George Herbert ; 
and, with bis, the life of Do&or 
Donne, and your friend Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton, -al/ reprinted.-- The 
tivo fir were written under your 
roof: for which reafon, if. they 
were worth it, you might juff- 
ly challenge a Dedication. And 
indeed, fo you might cf Do- 
étor Donnes, and Sir Henry 
Wottons: becaufe, if I had 
been fit for thu ‘Undertaking, it 
would not have been by acquir'd 
Learning or Study, bat by the ad- 

vantage of forty years friendfip, 
. 2 _ er | : An j 


| 


“—. Dedicatorys-- 
and, thereby the — and | 
difcourfing with Jour 4 ord/bip, | 
which bath inabled me tomake the. 
relation of thefeLives paffable in 


Gn eloquent and captious age. 





And indeed, my Lord, though, 
_— thefe relations be well-meant Sa- 
_crifices to the Memory of thefe 
— Worthy men: yet, Ihave fo little 
— Confidence in my performance,that 
I beg pardon for fuperferibing _ 
jour nametothem; And, defre 
all that know your Lordthip,to ap- 
rebend thu not as a Dedication, 
(at leaft, by which you receive any 
addition of honour ;) but rather. 
Asan bumble, and amore publick — 
——- A 


4. ac~ 


The Epiftle, dc. 
acknowledoment of your long con- 
_ tinued: and, your now daily Fa- 
vours of ° 


My Lord 
Your moft affeftionate , 
| and 


moft humble Servant 


> UxaakWalton. 
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Tothe Reader. 


Hough , the feveral Introductions 

3 to thefe feveral Lives have part- 

: ly declared the reafons how, and 
why Lundertookthem: yet, fince they are 
come to be review'd, and, augmented, 

and veprinted :_ and,the four are become 

one Book ; I defire leave to inform you 

that fball become my Reader, that whem 

I look back upon my mean abilities, *tis 


not without fome little wonder at my felf,. 


that I am come to be publickly in print. 
And, though I have in thofe Introdu- 


Etions declar’d fome of the accidental | 


reafons : yet, let me add this to what is 


there faid : that, by my undertaking to _ 


colleét fome notes for Sw Henry Wot- 
tons writing the life of Doctor Donne, 
_ and Sit Henry's dying before he per- 

form'd it, U became like thofe that enter 


eafily 


ee aetna OS 





TheEpifile 

eafily into @ Law-fute, or 4 quatrel and 
having begun, cannot make a fair retreat 
and be quiet, when they defire it. And 
really, after fach a manner, I became in- 
gag'd, into a neceffity of writing the lite 
of Doctor Donne: Contrary , to my 
firft Intentions. And that begot a like ne- 
ceffity of writing the life of his and niy 

bonoured friend, Sit Henry W otton. 
And, baving writ thefe two lives 5 I 
lay quict twenty years yeithout a thought 
of either troubling my felf or others, by 
any new ingagentent in thiskind, But, 
about that tinte, Do&. Ga. (then Lo. B. 
of Exeter) publifbt the Life of Mr.Ric. 
Hooker, (fo be called it) with fo ma- 
ny dangerous miftakes , both of ‘him — 
and his Books : that ae? of 

them with bis Grace, Gilbert that now 
3s Lord Arch bifbop of Canterbury, he 
injoyned me to examine fome Circumftan- 
ces, and then rectifie the Bifbops mif- 
takes, by giving the World a truer ac- 
count of Mr. Hooker and his Books , 
and 


tothe Reader. — 


and 1 keove Tbave done fo. And, indeed, 


till his Grace bad laid this injuntion 


‘upon me, I could not admit a thought of 
any fine{si in me to undertake it: but 


when he had twice injoyn d me to it, I 


then trufted bis Judgment, and fubmit. 


tedto his Commands, -confidering that 


«afl did not, I conld not forbear accufing 


my felf of difobedience And, indeed of 
Ingratitude for bis: many favours. Thus 
{ became ingaged: into the third 
Life. 4 

For the life of Mr. George Herbert, 
I profeJs it to bea Free- will-offering, 
and writ, chiefly to pleafe my felf: but 


not without fome refpeEt to posterity, for. 


though be was not a man that the next 
age can forget, ‘yet many of bis parti- 
cular -aGs and vertues might have been 


_negle&ted, or loft, if Ihad not colle&ted 
and prefented them to the Imitation of, 


thofe that foall. fucceed ns: for I con- 
ceive writing to. be both a Safer and 


_ trner n preferver ‘fine inens ¥ entions actions, 


| then . 


ee we ee : - ~... > ‘bat 


sf, ee eS ne ee ‘een 


The Epiftle 


then tradition, Tam to tell the Reader, 
that though this Life of Mr. Herbert 
spas not by me writ in hafte, yet, I 
intended it a Review, before it fhonld be 
made publick: but,that was not allowed 
me, by reafon of my abfence from Lon- 
Gon when ‘twas printing ; fo that the 
Reader may finde in it, fome double ex- 
“preffions, and fome not very proper, and 


fome that might bave been contrathed,- 


and, fome faults that are not ufily char. 
gable upon me but the Printer: and yet 
Ihope none fo great, as may not by this 
Confeffion purchafe pardon, from a good 
natur'd Reader. 


 Andnow, I wifh that as Jofephus 


(that learned Jew) and others, fo thefe | 


men bad alfo writ their own kves: 
and fince tis not the fafbion of thefe times; 
that their friends rrould do it for then, 

before delayes make it too difficult. And 
I defire this the more : becaufe'tis an hoe 
nour due to the dead, and a debt due 
to thofe that hall live, and fucceed us. 
z For 
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| To the Reader. | 
For when the next age foall (as this do's) 
admire the Learning and clear Reafon 
_ which Dottor Sanderfon (the late Bi- 
| fhop of Lincoln) hath demonftrated in 
bis Sermons and other writings , who, 
if they love vertue , would not rejoyce 
to know that this good man was as te- 
markable for the meeknefs* and inno- 
cence of his life, as for his great learn- 
“ing; and as remarkable for bis Forti-. 
tude, iz bis long and patient fuffering 
‘under them, that then call'd themfelves 
ine Godly Party) for that DoGtine, 
which he had preach’d and printed, ‘ix 
the happy daies of the Nations and the 
Churches peace? And,who would not be 
content to have the like account of Do- — 
tor Field, and others of noted learning? 
And though I cannot hope, that my ex- 
ample or reafon can perfwade to this: 
yet, I pleafe my felf, that I fall con. 
clude my Preface, with withing that it 
Were fo. Bia Sah 
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Uf thefe miftakes (which {poil the fence) be firit coretted by 
she Readersbe wil do me fome,and himlelf a greaves Coug> 
_aely. = ei 


—. Po&.Donne. re 
~ Pag. a9.lin.3$.r.perform = a 
|. 300 | 24. 5, dose. ~ 
32.1. 205, fortune 
63.1121. 4. Dors 


-. {n Sir H.Worton. 


35. 1. 9. as well | 
37.1. 22. dele Mr. Bedglé _ # 
38.1. 19. dele mif- | 
41.1.8, x. delivery - 4 
45.1. s.r. mont 
47.1. 19. 1. Syfiphus 

: 93.17. 4. egainf 


- $6. 124. 5. Ele oo * & M ye 
675.1 io abe ae, 


To Mr. Hoooker. - 
25.1.4. 1. afiduons s fill 
42.1.7.1.Godand (0 \ Thefe muft be thus 
d 


¢ 


42.1. 14. 1. and in wicked © cocreced,or that Para- 
426.15. dele (it ) graph will not be fence. 
$6, 1, a0. 1. anfwers. | . 


In George Herberts 
14.L4.r.bb 


24. deice 
- gz. Laan. Parish 6hurcth - 
33. 1.26.1. foe 
34.1.4. dele at 
49.1. 30. rewants 8° 
63. 1.24. dele too ae ee ca 4 
65. 1.24. r. fpiritsang : : 
72.1. 3.4. for sbe 
Bo, 1, a, 5. 89 their, 





5 he oa, PP ge 





EY AeTatey eke Net sie M2 EAS 
eC w 


? 
DO 


 Létter writ to 


The Copy of | a 
Mr. \faac Walton, by Dotfor 


King Lord Bifbop of Chi- 


chefter. 


Honeft Ifaac; | a | 
YSZ Hough a Familiarity of more 
Suez then Forty years continuance, 











<7) of your Love even in the 
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ft confefsmy AffeGtion niuch improved, not 
onely by Evidences of private Refpect to many 


aad che conftant experience . . 


~ that know and love you, but by your new De-_ | 


monftration of a publick Spirit ceftified in a di- 
ligenr, true, and ufetul Collection of fo many 
Material Paffages as you have now afforded me 
in the Life of Venerable Mr, Hooker, of which, 


fince defired by fuch a Friend as your felf, I 


fhall not deny to give the Teftimony of what 
I know concerning him and his fearned Books : 
but fhall firft here take a fair occafion to tell 
- you, that you have been happy in choofing te 
write the Lives of three fach Perfons, as Po- 

{terity hath juft caufe to honour, which they 

will do the more for the true Relation of them 
| | B 


by 


(2) 
by your happy Pens of all which I thall give 
you my uniciened Cenfure, 

I fhall begin with my moft dear and incom- 
parabie Friend Dr, Donne, late Dean of St. 
Pawls Cliurch, who not oneiy trufted me as his 
Executor, tucthree days before his death deli- 
vered intomy hands thofe excellent Sermons 
of his now made publick: profeffing before Dr, 
Winniff, Dr, Monford, and, I think, your felf 
then prefent at his bed fide, chat it was by my 
reftle(s importuincy, that he had prepared them 
for the Prefs 5 together wich which (as his belt 
Legacy ) he gave me all his Sermon- Notes, 
and his other Papers, containing an Extract of 
near Fifteen hundred Authours, How thefe 
were got outof my hands, you, who were the 
Meflencer for them, and how loft both to me 
and your felf,is nor now feafonable to-complain: 
but, fince they did mifcarry,['am glad that the 
general Demonftration of his Worth was fo faire 
ly preferved, and reprefenred to the World by 
your Pen in the Hiftory of his Lifes indeed fo 
well, chat befide others, the beft.Critick ot 
our latertime (Mr, fobs Hales of Eaton Col- 
ledge) afhrm’d to me, Hehad not {een a Life 
written with more advantage to the Subject, or 


gore reputation to the Writer, then that of Dr, | 


- swe 


Donnes, | oe 
After the performance of this task for Dr. 
Donne, you undertook the like office for ‘our 
Fiend Sir Henry Wottont betwixt which = 
there 








3) 


there was a Friendfhip begun in oxford, conti- 


nued incheir various Travels, and more c. nfir-_ 


med in the religious Friendfhip of Age: and 
doubrlefs this excellent Perfon had writ the 
Life of Dr, Danae, if Death had not preven- 
ted him; by which means his. and your Pie- 
colleétions for that Work fell to the happy Me- 


hage of your Pen: a Work which you would _ 


have declined, if imperious Perluafions had not 
been ftronger then your modeft Refolations a- 
gainftit, And Iam thus far glad chat the firft 


Life was fo impofedupon you, becaufe it gave 


an unavoidable Caufe of Writing the fecond ; 
if not ? ’tistoo probable, we had wanted both, 
which had been a prejudice to all Lovers of Ho- 
hour and ingenious Learning, And Jet menot 
Jeave my Friend Sir Henry without this Tefti- 
mony added to yours; That he was a Man of 
as Florida Wit and as Elegant a Pen, as any 


cellent) Age hath ever produced, 


former (or ours which inthat kind isamoftex- _ 


And now having made this voluntary Obfer- 


vation of our two deceafed Friends, Iproceed 
to fatisfie your defire concerning what I know 
and believe ofthe evef-memorable Mr. Hooker; 
who was Schifmaticorum Malleus, fo great a 


Champion for the Church of Englands Rights. 


againft the Factious Torrent of S«paratifts, thag 
thea ran high againft Church-Ditcipline: and 
in his unanf{werable Books continues to be fa 
dgainft the anquiet Difciples of their Schifm , 

Bia tehich 


oe 


em me ett 
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which now under other Names ftill carry on 
their Defign, and,who (as the proper Heirs of 
Irrational Zeal) would aga‘n rake into the fcarce 
clofed Wounds of anewly b'eeding State and 
‘Charch. 

And firft, chough I dare not fay that I knew 
Mr, Hookers yet, as our Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 
reports to the honour of S. Ignatius, that he 
lived in the time of St. Fobw, and had feen him 
inhis Childhood; fo,T alfo joy chat in my Mi- 
nority I have often feen Mr, Hooker with my Fa- 


ther, who was then Bifhop of Lendon, from 
whom, and others, at chat time, I have heard — 


moft of the material paffages which you relare 
in the Hiftory of his Life, and from my Father 
received fuch a Chara@er of his Learning, Hu- 
mility, and other Virtues, that like Jewels of 
unvaluable price, they ft Il caft {uch a luftre as 
Envy or the Ruft of Time fhall never darken, 

From my Father I have alfo heard all the 
~ Circumftances of the Plotto defame him ; and 

how Sir Edwin Sandys outwitted his Accufers, 
~ and gained their Confefon; and I could give 
an account of each particular of that Plot, buc 
thac I judge it fitter to be forgotten, and rot in 
the fame grave with che malicious Authors, 

I may not omit to declare, that my Fathers 
_ Knowledge of Mr, Hooker was occaftoned by 
the Learned Dr, Fohn Spencer, who after the 
Death of Mr, Hooker was fo careful to preferve 


his unvaluable Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth — 


Books 


cee rr 8 errr re | 


C5) 
Books of ECCLESIASTICAL POLITY, 
and his other Writings, that he procu.ed Hea- 
ry Fackfon, then of Corpus Chrifti Colledge, 
to tranfcribe for him all Mr, Hookers remain ng 
written Papers, many of which were impe fect, 
for his Study had been rifled, or worfe ufed, by 
Mr Chark,and another,of Principles too like his: 
but, thefe Papers were endeavoied to be com- 
pleated by his dear friend Dr. Spencer, who be- 
queathed them as a precious Legacy to my Fa- 
ther.after whofe Death they refted in my hand, 
till Dr, Abdot, then Archbifhop of Cazsterbury, 
commanded them out of my cuftody.by autho- 
rizing Dr, Fohn Barkcham to require, and bring 
them to him. to his Palace in Lambeth, at 
which time, I have heard, they were put into 


the Bifhops Library, and that they remained 
there till che Martyrdom of Archbifhop Laud; _ 
and, were then by the Brethrea of that Faétion 


given ‘with all che Library to Hugh Peters, as 
a Reward for his remarkable Service in thofe fad 
times of the Churches Cosfufion ; and though 
they could hardly fall into a fouler hand, yer 
there wanted not other Endeavcurs to corrupr 
and make them fpeak that Language for which 
the Faction then fought, which, indeed was 


‘To fubjecé the Soveraign Power to the 


People, | 
— ButI need not ftrive to vindicate Mr. Hooker 
in this particular, his known Loyalty to his 


‘Prince whileft he lived, the Sorrow expreffed 


B 3 by 
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(6) 
by King Fames at his Death, the Value our 
Jate Soveraign (of ever-bleffed Memory) put 
unon his Works, and now, the fingular Cha- 
racter of his Worth by you given in the paffa- 


ges of his Life, efpecially in your Appendix to 


it, do fufficiently clear him frcm that Imputa- 
tion: and Iam g'ad you mention how much 
value Toms Stapleton,Pope Clement the VUI. 
and other Eminsnt men of the Romifh Perfwa- 
~ fion,have put upon his Books: having been toid 


the iame in my Youth by Perfons of worth that _ 


have travelled Jtaly. 

Laftly, I muft ¢gain congratulate this Un- 
dertaking of yours,as now more proper to you 
thenany other perfon, by reafon cf your long 
Knowle“ge and Alliance to the worthy Fami- 


— Ty of the Cranmers, (my old Friends alfo) who - 


have been men of noted Wifdom, efpecially 


Mr. George Cranmer, whote Pradence added to — 
‘that of Sur Edwin Sandys, proved very ufeful in. 


the Completing of Mr, Hookers matchlefs 
Books 5 one of their Letters I herewith fend 
you, to make ufe of, if youthink fit, And 
Jet me fay further; you merit much from ma- 


nyof Mr, Hookers beft Friends then living, 


namely, from the ever renowned Archbifhop 


‘Witeift, of whofe incomparable Worth, with 
the Character of the Times, you have given 
us a more fhort and fignificant Account then I 


have received fromany other Pen, You have 


done much for Sir Henry Savile, his Contem- 
iper te oe “porary 





(7) 


porary and familiar Friend; amongft the fur- 


_ viving Monuments of who‘e Learnisg ( give 


me leaveto tell youwfo) two are omitted, his 
Edition of Evelid but efpectally his Tranflacion 
of King Fames bis Apolozy for the oath of Alice 
geance into elegant Latines which flying in chat 
drefs as far as Rome, was by.the Pope aid Con- 
clave fent to Salamanca unto Francifens Sua- 
rex, (then refiding there as Preficent of that 
Colledge) with a Command to anfwer ir, 
When he had perfected the Work , which he 
calls Defenfio Fides Catholicé, it was tran{mit- 
tedto Rome fora view of the Inquificors; who 
according to their cuftom blotted our whae 
they pleafed, and (as Mr, Hooker hath been 
ufed fince bis Death added whatfoever might 
advance the Popes Supremacy, or carry on their 
ownIntereft, commonly coupling Depone-e & 
occidere, the Depofing and Killing of juin- 
ces; which cruel and unchriftian Language 
Mr, Fobs Saltkel, his Amanuenfis, when he 
wrote at Salamanca, (but fince a Conver: , 
living long in my Fathers houfe ) often pro- 
feffed , the good Old man (whole Piety and 


Charity Mr. Saltkel magnified much) not 
~ onely difavowed, but detefted. No* to 


trouble you further; your Reader (if accoy- 


ding to your defire, my Approbation of - 


your Work carries any weight) will here 
find many juft Reafons to thank you for ics 


b 4 
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C8), 
and for. this Circumftance here mentioned : 
(not known to many) may happily appre- 
head one co thank him, who heartily withes ) 
your happinefs, and is unfainedly , 


Chiche fer; : iv. 
Novem.17. > "2 
3664. 


Your everefaithfol a, 
affcthiouate old Friend 


Henry Chichefter: 
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THE 


LIFE | 
D' JOHN DONNE, 


late Dean of S' Paul’s Church , 
LONDON. 


The Introduction. 


F that great Mafter of Language and Art, 
Sir Henry Wotton, the late Provoft of 
Eaton Colledge, had liv'd to fee the Publi- 

cation of thefe Sermons, he had prefented the 
World with the Authors Life exad¢ly written 
And,’twas pity he didnot 5 for it was a werk wor- 
thy his wudertakine, and he fit to undertake it: 
betwixt whom, and the Author, there was fo ms-’ 


tual a knowledge, and [uch a friendbip contratted — | 


in their Youth, as nothing but death could force 
_ & feparation, And though their bodies were di- 
vided, their affections were not: for, that learned 
| Knight's love folowed his Friends fame — 
deat 


a 








(19) Ss 
death and the forgetful graves which he tehifed 
by intreating me, whom he acquainted with hy 
defignt, te inquire of fome particulars that cone 
Cern'd its not denbting but my knowledge of the 

» Author, and loveto bis memory, micht make wx 
diligence u(eful » Idti mot gladly undertake the 

_ employment , and Continued it with &reat content 
till I had made my Collection ready to be Auge 
mented and compleated by his curious Pens but 
then, Death prevented his intentions, | 
When X heard that fad news, and heard alfo 
shat thefe Sermons were to be printed, and want 
the Authors Lite, which I thought to be very 
remarkable : Indignation or grief ( indeed J 
know not which) tran{perted me fo far, that I re- 
viewed my forfaker Collections, and refelu'd the 
World foould ee the bf plain Pidtyre of the 
Authors Life that my artlefs Penfil, cutded by 

the hand of truth, could prefent to it, , 

And, if I fhall now be demanded i once 
Pompey’s poor bondman was,“ ( The grateful 
“wretch bad beex left alone on the Sea-fhore, 
** with the forfaken dead body of his once gloriozs 
“lord and mafter » and, was then gathering the 
°° [catter’d pieces of an old broken boat to make a 


“* funeral pile to burn it (which was the cu ftom 


“of the Romaass)} who art thou that alone 
halt the honour to bury the body of Pompey the 
Sicat? fo, who I am that do thus officionfly fez 
the Authors memorie on fire? I hope the queftion 
will prove to have in tt more of wonder. then dif-~ 


dain s 
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dain But wonder indeed the Reader may, that I 
who profe[s my felf artle[6 fhould prefume with my 
faint light to fhew forth bis Life whofe very name 
makes st illuftrious! but be this to the dif- 
advantage of the perfon reprefented: Certain I 
am, tt to the advantage of the beholder , who 
[hall here [ee the Authors Pitfure in a natural 
dve(, which ought to beget faith in what is fpokens 
for, he that wants skill to deceive may fafely be 
trufted, | 

pa if the Authors glorious fpirit, which now 
is in Heaven, can have the leafure to look down 


and fee me, the pooreft, the meaneft of all his 


friends, in the midft of this off:cious dutie, con- 
fident I am that he wid not difdain this well- 


“meant facrifice to bis memory for, whilft his 


Converfation made me and many others happy 
below, I kuow his Humility and Gentlenef? was 
then eminents and, I have heard Divines. fay, 


thofe Vertues that were but (parks upon Earth, 


become great and glorious flames in Heaven, 


Before I proceed further, I am to in-. 
treat che Reader to take notice,that when 
Doctor Donn’s Sermons were firft printed, 
this was then my excufe for daring to 
write his lifes and, I dare not now appear. 


Withourit, 9° 


The 
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Che Life of Xobn Donne, — 








The Life. 


aay After Fohn Donne was born 
7, OFS in London, of good and 
KN vertuous Parents : and, 
i though his own Learning 
“1 #8 andother multiplyed me- 
ACY EG rics may juftly appear fuf- 

=S<p ficient to dignifie both 
7 Himfelf and his Pofteritie : 
yet, the Reader may be pleafed to know, that 
his Father was mafculinely and lineally defcen- 





ded from a very antient Family in Wales, where 


many of his name now live, that deferve and 
have great reputation in that Countrey, 

By his Mother he was defcended of the Fa- 
mily of the famous and learned Sir Tho, Moor, 
fomertime Lord Chancellonr of England: as alfo, 


— from that worthy and laborious Fudge Rafal, 


who left Pofterity the vaft Statutes of the Law 
of this Nation moft exactly abridged, | 

He had his firft breeding in his Fathers 
houfe, where a private Tucor had the care of 
him, until the ninth year of his age; and, in 
his tench year was fent to the Univerfity of 
Oxford, having at that time a good command 


- both of the French and Latine Tongue, This 
and fome other of his remarkable Abilities, 


ie. | made 
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made one give this cenfure of him, That this 
age had brought forth another Picus Mirandulas 

of whom Story fayes, That he wae rather born 
than made wife by ftudy, | — 
There he remained in Hart- Hall, having for, 
the advancement of his ftudies Tutors ot fe- © 
“~  veral Sciences to attend and inftruct him, rill 
time made him capable, and his learning ex- 
preffed in publick exercifes declared him wore 
# thy toreceive his firft degree in the Schools, 
« which he forbore by advice from his friends, 
x who being for their Religion of the Romith 
" — perfwafion, were confcionably averfe to fome 
: parts of the Oath that is always tendered ac 
.  gthofe times; and, not to be refufed by thofe: 
a . that expect the titulary honour of their 
i ftudies, : | 
5  ° About the fourteenth year of his age he was 
tran{planted from Oxford to Cambridge 5 where, 
=~ that he mightreceive nourifhment from both 
# Soils, he ftaid ill his feventeenth year 5 all 
¢ which time he was a moft laborious Student, 
i often changing his ftudies, but endeavouring. 
» . totake no degree, for the reafons formerly 
mentioned, as | | 
«+. About the fevenceenth year of his age, he 
4 was removed to Loadon, and then admitted in- 
« to Lincolns-Inne, with sn intent to ftudy the 
: Laws where ke gave great teftimonies of his 
, . Wit, his Learning, and of his Improvement in 
.. that profeffion: which never ferved him - , 
m: 3 | other 
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The Lite of Jun Donne; 
other ufe than an Ornament and Self-faril- 
faction, fe ; . 
His Father died before his: admiffion into 
this Society; and being a Merchant lefc him 
his portion in money (it was 3c001.) His 
Mother and thofe to whofe care he wes com- 


mitted, were watchful to improve his know-_ 
ledge, and to that end appoinred him Tutors | 


inthe Afsthematicksand all the Liberal Sciences, 
to attend him, Buc with thefe Arts they were 
acvifed to inft:l particular Principles of the 
Roxifh Charch, of which thofe Tutors profett. 
(though fecretly ) themf{elves to be members, 

~ They had alinoft obliged him to their faith s 
having tor their advantage (befides many op- 
portunities) the example of his dear and pious 


Parents, which was a moft powerful perfiva- 


fion, and did work much upon him, as he pro- 
feflech in his Preface to his P/eado-Martyr5 a 
Book of which the Reader fhall have fome ac- 
count in what follows, | | eu 
He was now entered into the eighteenth 
year of his age, and ac that sme had betrothed 


himfelf to no Religion thac might give hint 


any other denomination than a Chiiftian, And 
Reafon and Piety had both perfwaded him 
that there could be no fuch fin as Schifme, if 
am adherence to fome vifible Church were not 
neceflary, oa | 


~ He did therefore at his entrance into the 


hineteenth year of his age (though his sy 
| | an 





late Deanof S:.jOauls, London. 15 
and ftrength chen promifed him a Jong life?) yet 
. being unrefolved in his Religion, he thought 
it meceflary to rectifie all {cruples that con-. 
: cerned that: and therefore waving the Law, 
1 and betrothing himfelf to no Art or Profeffion,” 
{that mightjuftly denominate him; he begua 
+  tofurvey the Body of Divinity, as it was then 
* comtroverted betwixt the Reformed and the 
i Roman Charch, And as Gods bleffed Spirit did 
t, then awaken him to the fearch, and in that induftr9 «1a bie 
»  didnever forfake him,(they be his own words * ) ereface te 
+ So he calls the fame holy Spirit to witne[s thes Pluto 
s  Proteftations that, in that difquifition and fearce, one 
| he proceeded with humility and diffidence tn him- 
felf; and, by that which he tock to be the fafe(t 
way , namely, frequent Prayers, and an indiffe- 
rent affection to both parties ; and indeed truth 
had too much light about her to be hid from fo 
fharo an Inquirer, and he had toomuch inge- 
_ not to acknowledge he had found 
er, 3 es 
_ Being to undertake this fearch, he believed 
the Cardinal Bellarmine to be the beft de- | 
fender of the Roman caufe, and therefore be- 
took himfelf to the examination of his Rea- 
fons, The Caufe was weighty, and wilful de- 
‘lays had been inexcufable both towards God 
and his own Confcience ; he therefore pro- 
ceeded inthis fearch with all moderate hafte, 
and before the. twentieth year of his age, did 
fhew the then Dean of Gloucefter. (whofe name 


my 
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my memory hath now loft) all the Cardinals 
works marked with many weighty obferva- 
tions under his own hands which works were 
bequeathed by him at his death as a Legacy 
to a moft dear Friend, 

The year following he refolved to travels 
andthe Earl of Effex going firft the Cales, and 
after the Ifland voyages, he took the advantage 
of thofe opportunities, waited upon his Lord- 
fhip, and was an eye-witnefs of thofe happy 
and unb pry « mployments. 

But ne returned not back into Exgland, till 


he had ftaid fome years firft in Ztaly, and then | 


in Spain, where he made many ufeful obferv2- 
tions of thofe Countreys, their Laws and man- 
ner of Government,and returned perfeét in their 
Languages, . 

The time that he {pent in Spain was at his 
firft going into taly defigned for travelling the 
Holy Land, and for viewing F-erufalem and the 
Sepulchre of our Saviour, But at his being in 
the furtheft parts of italy, the difappointment 
of Company, or of a fafe Convoy, or theun- 
certainty of returns for Money into thofe re- 
mote parts, denied him chat happinefs which 
he did often occafionally mention with a de- 
ploration. | | 

Not long after his return into England, that 
exemplary Pattern of Gravity and Wifdom, 
the Lord Elfemore, then Keeper of the Great 
Seal, and Lerd Chancelour of England, taking 


notice 


! 
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notice of his Learning, Languages, and other 
Abilities, and much affeting his Perfon and - 
Condition, took him tobe his chief Secretary; 
fuppofing aad intending it to be an Introdudti- 
on tofome more weighty Employment in the 
State; for which his Lordfhip did often proteft, 
he thought him very fit, | 

Nor did his Lordthip in this time of Mafter 
Donne’s attendance upon him,account him to 
be fo mach his Servant, as to forget he was his 
Friend 5 and to teftifie it, did always, ufe him | 
with much courtefie, appointing him a place 
at his own Table, to which he efteemed his 


Company and Difcourfe a great Orna-. 


mene, 


. ‘He continued that employment for the 
. {pace of five years, being daily ufeful, and not 
mercenary to his Friends, During which time 
he (Idare not fay onhappily) fell intofucha - 


liking, as (with her approbation ). increafed 
into a love with a. young Gentlewoman that 


- lived in that Family , who was Niece to the 


Lady Elfemore, -and daughter to Sir George. 


~ Moor, then Chancellor of the Garter afid Lieu- 


tenant of the Tower, oe 
Sir George had {ome intimation of it, and 
knowing prevention to be a great part of wif- 


dom, did therefore remove her with much 


hafte from that to his own houfe at Lothe/ley,in 
the County of -Swrry; but too. tate, by rea- — 
fon of fome faithful promifes which were fo — 

ce, C inter- 
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interchangeably paffed, as never to be violated 
by either party. | | 

Thefe promifes were onely known to them- 
feves, and the friends of both parties ufed 
much diligence, and many arguments to kill or 
cool their affections to each other: but in vain, 
for, love is a flatrering mifchief, thac hath de- 
nyed aged and wife men a forefight of thofe 
evils that too often prove to be the children 
of that blind father; a paffion that carries us 
to commit Errors with as much eafe as whirl- 
winds remove feathers, and begers in us an 


unwearied induftry to the attainment of whac — 


we defire, And fuch anInduftry did notwith- 
ftanding much watchfulnefs againft it, bring 
them fecretly cogether (1 forbear to cell how} 
and to a marriage too without the allowance 
of thofe friends, whofe approbation always 
was and ever will be neceffary to make even a 
vertuous love become lawful, 

And that the knowledge of their marriage 


might not fall, like an unexpected cempeft, on 


thefe chat were unwilling to have it fos but 
that preapprehenfions might make ic the lefs 


- enormous, it was purpofely whifpered into rhe 


ears of many that it was fe, yet by none that 
could atreft it, But to put a period to the 
jealoufies of Sir George , ( Doubt often beget- 
ting more reftlefs thoughts then the certain 


~ knowledge of what we fear ) the news was in 


favourto Mr, Dozse, and with his allowance, 
~ 3 made 
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made known to Sir Georges by his honorable 


_ friend and neighbour Heasry Earl of Northum- 
os berland + but it was to Sir George fo immeafu- 
: rably unwelcome, and fo tranfported him, 
ib h his paffion of [ 

: that as though his paffion of anger and incon- 
ey fideration might exceed theirs of love and ere 


rour, he prefently engaged bis Sifter the La- 
dy Elfemore, to joyo with him to procure her 


a Lord to difcharge Mr. Denne of the place he - 
“* held under his Lordfhip. This requeft was | 
id followed with violence; and though Sir 


George were remembred, that Errors might be 
overpunifhed, anddefired therefore to forbear 
till fecond confiderations might clear fome 
ve {cruples, yet he became reftlefs until his fuic - 
z ‘was granted, and che punifhment executed, 
iy And though the Lerd Chancellor did not at 
Mir, Donnes difmifsion, give him fuch a Com-' 
(vo mendation as the great Emperour Charles the 
fifth, did of his Secretary EZrafo, when he pre 
“a fenced him to his Son and Succeffor Philip the 
A Second 5 faying, That in hu Erafo, he gave to 
ys him a greater gift then all his Efiate, and all the 
fy K ree ho which he then refigned ta him: yet 
i he faid , He parted with « Friend, and fuch 4 
“a —— as wae fitter to ferve a King then 4 
ie [ubjc. | : 
“a f And yet this Phyfick of Mr. Downes difmif- 
i fion was not ftrong enough to purge out all 
a Sir George ’s choler, for he was not fatisfied 
so still, Mr, Donne and his fometime Compupil 
, | 2 a: 





‘ 


7 . 


ee: he: ae: 


20 The Life of Toya Denne, . : 
in Cambridge that married him, namely, Sarns- 
el Brook (who was af er Doctor in Divinity, 
and Mafter of Trinity Colledge ) and his bro- 
ther Mr, Chriffopher Brook, fometime Mr, 
“Donnes Chamber-fellow in Liacolns Inn, who 
gave Mr. Downe his Wife, and witneffed the 
marriage, were all committed, and to three 
feveral prifons, Se 
Mr, Donne was firft enlarged , who neither | 
gavereft to his body or brain, nor to any friend 
in whom he might hope to have an intereft,un- 
ti!l he had procured an enlargement for his two 
inprifoned friends. | a ; 
lie was now ac liberty, but his dayes were 
Nil cloucy: and being paft thefe troubles , 
others did full multiply: upon him; for his 
wife was'(te her extreme forrow)detained from 
-hims and though with Faceb he endured not | 
an hard fervice tor her, yet he loft a good one, | 
-and was forced to make good his title ro her, | 
-and to vet poflefsion of her by along and reft- 
Jefs fuicin Laws which proved troublefom and 
chargeable to him, whofe youth, and travel, 
_and needlefs bounty, had brought his eftate in- | 
toa narrow compafs, Bes | 
It is obferved, and moft truly, that filence | 
and fubmifsion are charming qualities, and | 
work moft upon pafsionare men; and it pro- 
vedfo with Sir Georges for thefe and a general | 
repore of Mr. Dowms merits, together with 
_his winning behaviour, (which when it wouid | 
i: ae intice, | 
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intice, ‘hada ftrange kind of .elegane trreftfti- . 
ble art } thefe. and: time had. ‘fo ditpafsionated” 
Sic George, that.as the world had approved his 
Daughters cligig¢e, fo he alfg could not but 
fee. a more then “ordinary merie in his new. 
fon:-and this at laft melted him into fo much: 
remorfe (for Love and Angerare fo like-A-- 
gues, as to have. hot and cold firs; and love 
in Parents, though it may be quenched , yet. 
is eafily rekindled, and expires not., tll death’ 
denies mankind a natural hear). that he labo-° 
red his Sons reftauration to his _ place 5 ufing 
to that end both his own and his. Sifters pow-. 
er coher Lords buc with no fuccefs; - for his 
Anfwet was, That though he was unfeiencdly | 
forry for what he bad done, yet it was inconfi- 
flent with bis place and credit, to d:[charge and 
readmit fervants, at the requelt . P. spite tonate be 
bitioners, boo) afta. 

Sir Georges silesené For Mr: Donses Te- 
admiffion, .was.py.,7ll. means to be kept fe- 
cret..(for.men do thore naturally: relu&t for er- 
rours, then: {ubmit to put on thofle blemifies 
thar” “attend their ., vifible acknowledgment.) 
Bue however it was not long before Sir George 
appeared to be fo far reconciled, as to with 
their happinefs, and not to deny. them his pa- 
ternal bleffing, but yer refufed to. contribute 
any means that. might conduce. to, the: NG 
lihood, | 
Mr Donnes eftate was ake repeal part (pent 
: - in 
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in many and chargeable Travels, Books snd 
gear-bought Experience: he out of all em- 

ployment that mighe yield afupport for him- 
{elf and wife,, who had been curioufly and 
plentifully educated, both their narures ge- 
nerous, and accuftomed to conferr, and not to 
receive Courtefies: Thefe and other confi- 
derations, but chiefly that his wife was to bear 
a part in his fufferings furrounded him with ma- 
ny fad thoughts, and fome apparent appres 
henfions of want. —. 

But his forrows were leffened and his wants 
prevented by the feafonable courtefie of their 
noble kinfman Sir Francis Wolly of Pérferd in 
Surrie, who intreated them to a cohabitation 
with him ; where they remained with much 

- freedom to themfelves, and equal content to 
him for many yearss and, as their charge en- 
creafed (fhe had yearly a child) {fo did his love 
and bounty. a 
Ic hath been obferved by wife and confi- 
" dering men, that Wealth hath feldom been the 
Portion, and never the Mark to difcover good 
People; but, that ey God, who dif- 
pofeth all things wifely, hath of his abundant 
goodnefs denied it (he onely knows why ) to 
many, whofe minds he hath enriched with the 
greater Bleffings of Knowledge and Vertae, as 
the fairer Teftimonies of his love to Mankind; | 
and this was the prefent condition of this man 
of fo excellent Erndition and —_——— : 
“a | whofe 


“se 
ae 
Vl 
a 
3 a 
re. 
he 
fA. 
IG 
we) 
case! 
ree 
ee 
4 Pi 
oa 
fF . 
ae 
ha 
f oe 
: Det 
; 7h 
° a 
. i 
; ‘ean 
P mT] 
a < 
. ee 
< a 
* oe 
t 





rrr ere 





- 


fate Dean of S' Pauls, London. 2; 
whofe neceffary anu daily expences were ha:d- _ 


ly reconcileable with his uncertain and narrow 
eftate, Which I mention, for that at this time 


. there was a moft generous offer made him for 
the moderating of his worldly cares; the de- 


claration of which fhall be the nexe employ- 
ment of my Pen. | 

God hath been fo good to his Church, as to 
afford it in every age fome fuch men to ferve 


~ athis Altar as have been pioufly ambitious of 


doing good to mankind; adifpolition that 
is fo like to God himfelf, that ic owes ic felf 
only to him who takes a pleafure to behold ic 
in his Creatures, Thefe times he did blefs with 
many fuch; fome of which ftill live to be Pat- 
terns of Apoftolical Charity, and of more 
than Humane Patience, J have faid this, be- 
caufe I have occafion to mention one of them 


in my following difcourfe; namely, Dr. Mor- _ 


ton, the moft laborious and learned Bifhop of 
Derham, one that God hath bleffed with per- 


fe@ intelleQuals, and a cheerful heart at the 
age of 94 years (and is yet living: ) one thac — 
in his days of plenty had fo large a heart as to | 


ufe his large Revenue to the encouragement of 
Learning and Vertue 3 and is now (be it {poken 
with forrow) reduced to a narrow eftate, which 
he embraces without repining ; and {till thews 
the beauty of his mind by fa liberal a hand, as 
if chis were an age in which to morrow were to 
care for it felf, 1 have taken a pleafure in gi- 
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vine the Reader a fhort, but true character of 
this good man, from whom I received this fol- 
Jowing relation, He fent to Mr, Downe, and 
intreated to borrow an honr of his time for a 
Conterence the nextday. After their meeting 
there was not many minutes paffed before he 
{pake to Mr, Donne to this purpofe;* Mr. Donne, 
“* The occafion of fending fer you is to propofe 
** to you what I have often revolv’d in my own 
thought fince I laft {aw you: which, never- 
“ thelefs, I will not do but upon this condition, 
* chat you fhall not return me a prefent an{wer, 
“but forbear three days, and beftow fome part 
“of chat timein Fafting and Prayer; and after 
“*a feyious confideration of what I fhall pros 
*‘pofe, then return to me with your aniwer. 
“Deny me not, Mr, Donze, for it is the effect 
“af atruelove, which I would gladly pay as a 
“* debr due for yours to me, 


This requeft being eranted, the 
Doctor expreft himfelt thus : 


“Mr, Donne, I know your Education and 
“Abilities; 1 know your expectation ofa State- 
© employinent; and I know your fitnefs for it; 
“and I know too the many delays and contin- 
*gencies that atcend Court-promifess; and let 
me tell you,my love begot by ourlong friend« 
fhip, our familiarity and your ments hath 
© prompted me to fuch an inquifition of your 

| 7 ; * prefent 
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| © prefent temporal eftate, as makes me no 
° ftranger to your neceffities, which are fuch .as 
| €your generous fpirit could ‘not bear, if it were 
_ © not fupported with a pious Patience : you 
_ “know I have formerly perfwadedyou to wave 
) ¢ your Court- hopes, and enter itto ho'y Or- 
— “derss which I now again peswade you to 
-  Sembrace, with this reafon added to my for- 
/ “mer requeft: The King hath yefterday made 
“me Dean of Glonceffer, and [1m poffefled of a 
“ Benefice, ‘ the profits of which are equal to 
“thofeof my'Dean-y; I wil think my Dean- 
“ry enough for‘my maintenance (who am‘and 
. “refolve to die a fingle man) and will quit my 
“Benefice, ‘and eftate you in it, (which the 
* Patron is willing I fhal‘do) if God fhall in- 
» © eline your heart to émbrace this motion, 
.. * Remember, Mr, Donne, no mins Education ot 
“Parts make him too good for’ this employ- 
“ment, which s to be an’ Amibalfadour' for the 
© God of elorie, who by awile death opened the 
. ‘gates of life to mankind, Make me no prefent 
“anfwer y but teméember your promife, and re- 
‘turn to me the-third day with your Refolu- 
* tion, a oe ee a: oS ie ae ok. 
_ _ At the hearing of this ,«Mr. Dosne’s' faint 
_ breath and perplexe countenaiice gave a vifible 
teftimony of,an: inward conflicts buc'he fer- 
formed his promife and departed’ without re- 
_ turning an anfwer till che third day, and then 
itwastothisefieGt; =. 7 : 
" My 
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“© My moft worthy and moft dear friend, 
*‘fince I faw you I have been faithful to my 
““promife, and have alfo meditated much of 


“your grert kindnefs, which hath been fuch as 


““ would exceed even my gratitude; bur chat 
“Sit cannotco; and more] cannot return you s 
“CandI do the with an heart full of Humility 
“Sand Thanks, chough I may not accept of 
“* your offer 5 but, Sir, my refufal is not foz 
that I chink my felf coo good for that calling, 
“for which Kings, if they chink fo, are noe 
“good enough: aor for chat my Education 
*¢and Learning, though not eminent, may not, 
““being affifted with God’s Grace and Mumili- 
“ry, render me in fome meafure fit for it: burt, 
“Tdare make fo dear a friend as you are my 
““Confeflor 5 fome ir:egularities of my life 
“have been fo vifible co fome men, that 
“ though I have, I thank God, made my peace 
“with him by penitential refolucions againft 
““them, and by the affiftance of his Grace bae 


|  nifh’ d them my affe€tions 3 yet this, which 


** God knows to be fo, is not fo vifible to man, 
“as tofree me from their cenfares, and it may 
“be chat facred calling from a difhonour, And 


. Ebefides, whereas it is determined by the beft 


“of Cafuifts, that God's Glory fhould be the firft 
“end, and a maintenance the fecond motive ta 
“embrace that callings and though each man 
“may propofe to himfelf bothrogethers yer 
“che firft may not be put laft wichouta viola- 

| tion 
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: “tion of Confcience, which he that fearches 
. che heare will judge, And traly my prefent 
- “condition is fach, that if I ask my own Cor 
ference, whether ic be reconcileable to chac 
. “rule, it is at this time fo perplexed about it, 
 “ that Icanneither give my felf not you anan- 
» “fwer, You know, Sir, who fayes, Happy s 
“that man whofe Confcience deth not wale him 
: for that thing which be does. To thefe Imight 
» @ gdde otherreafons that diffwade me; but I 
, “crave your favour thar I may forbear to ex- 
© prefs them, and chankfully decline your 
7 be offer, Pelee. oe = , 
; ‘This was his prefent refolution,but the heart 
_ of manisnot in his own keepings and he was 
, deftined to this facred fervice by an higher 
hand; a hand fo powerful, as at laft forced him 
‘to a compliance: of which I fhall give the 
. Readeran account before I fhall give a reft to 
omy Pen, ee ee 
» Mr. Donnne and his wife continued with Sir 
| Francis Wolly till his death: a lictle before 
, which time, Sir Francis was fo happy as to 
emake a perfect reconciliation betwixt Sir 
» George and his forfaken fon and daughters Sit — 
George Conditioning by bond, to pay to Mr. 
; Donne Soo |, ac a certain day , as a portion 
. with his wife, or 20 1; quarterly for their 
, Maintenance: as the inrereft for ic, till the 
a was paid, 
‘ oft of tho years that he lived with Sir 
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Francis, he ftudied the Civil and Cannon Laws: 
in which he acquired {uch a perfection, as was 
judged to hold proportion with many who 
had made that ftudy the employment of their . 
whole life. | 7 
Sir Frances being dead, and that happy fa- 
mily diffolved, Mr. Dome took for himtelf an 
houfe in Méicham (near to Croydon in Surrey) 2 
place noted for good air and choice company : 
there his wife and children remained: and for 
himfelf he took lodgings in Losdon’, near to 
— White-Hall, whither his friends and ,occa- 
fions drew him very often, and where he 
was as often vifited by many of the Nobili- 
ty and others of this Nation, who ufed him 
in their Counfels, of greateft confiders- 
tion, es ee oe 
‘Nor did our own Nobility onely valae ani 
favour him, but his acquaintance and friendfhip 
was fought for by moft Ambafladours of for- 
raign Nations, and by many other ftrangers. | 
whofe learning or bufinefs occafioned their ftay : 
inthis Nation: --, 6 tte 
_ He was much importuned by many. fuiends 
% ’ to make his conftant refidence in Lendoz, but | 
| he ftill denyed it, having fetled his dear wife , 
and children at Michane, and near fome friencs 
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. God knows, needed it : and that you may th: 
better now judge of the chea prefent Condi- 
tion of his minde and fortune, I fhall prefent 

a you | 
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_you with an extract collected out of fome few 
“of his many Letters, | te aes 
_ -—-—— And the reafon why I did not [end an 
_anfwer to your laft weeks letter, was, becanfe it 
"found me under too great a fadne{ss and at prefent 
"tis thus with, me: There % not one perfon, bus 
my elf, well of my family: I have already loft 
half a Child, and with that mifchance of hers ,. 
my wife is fallen into fuch a difcompofure , as 
would af fisct her too extremely, but that the Rck- 
nels of all her children Rupifies her: of ove of 
which, in good faith, I have not much hopes 
and thefe meet with a fortune fo ill provided for 
Phyfick, and [ach relief, that if God foould cafe 
0s with burials, I know not how to perfome eves 
that: but I flatter my [elf with this hope, that £ 
ams dying too: for, I cannot waffe falter then by 
 fachgriefs, As for, ae a 
. | | From my hofpital - 
Anglo, at Micham, : cr 





§ 
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'  FOHN DONNE, | 


) Thus he did bemoan himfelf: And thus in 
f°. other letters, 2 Mae ee 
a For, we hardly difcover a fis , when it 
% but an omifSion of fome good, and ne accafin 

ack; with thes or the former, 1 have often fol 
| pected my [elf to be overtaken; which js, with an 
pos over 
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30 Che Life of Yobn Donne, 
over earneft defire of the next life: and theuc: 

I know it i not mearly a wearine[s of this, becan(: 

I had the fame defire when I went with the tide. 

and injoyed fairer hopes then I now does yet i 

doubt worldly troubles have incres(ed its "tir 

now Spring, and all the pleafures of st difpleas: 

mes every other tree blojoms, and Iwithers 

grow older and not better, my fireneth demini- 

fheth and my lode grows heavier; and yet, I 

world fain be or do Something but that I cannot. 

teh what, & ne wonder inthu time of my fadne/s, 

for, ta chufe is to do, but to be ne part of my boas, 

#3 as tobe nothing, and {ol am, and at i juadze | 

my [elf, unle{s I could be fo incorporated inte «| 

part of the world, as by bufine{s to comtribute 

fome {uftentation to the whole, This I made ac- 

count, I began early when I undtrfiood the findy | 

of our Laws: but was diverted by leaving that 

and imbracing the worft velnptuon(nefs, an hy- 
droptique immoderate defire of humane leara- 

ing and languages: Beawtiful ornaments indcod 
to min of great fortunes, Ont mine was crows 
fo low a0 to need an occupation: which I thoneht I 
+ entered well into st, when I fubjetted my felf ¥e 
| fach a fervice as I thought might exercife my poor 
abilities: andthereI ftumbled, and felltoo: and 
now I am become fo little, or fuch anethine, that 1 
am nota [ubject cood enough for one 7 MY OWN 
letters, ————] fear my prefent difcontent does 
not proceed from a good root, that I am fo weil 
content to be nothing , that #, dead, Bat, Sir, 
Ds | : sheugn 
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- fate Dean of S Pauls, Londons 3 
shongh my fortwne hath made mig as that I 


Se naam 


' am rather a Siekne{s or 4Difeafe of the world, 

than any part of it, and therefore neither love st 

nor lifes, yet I would gladly live to become forme 

uch thing ae you fhowld not repent loving me: 

' Sir, your own Soul cannot be more zealous of your 

| geod then I am, and, God whe loves that zeal in 

"me, will not fuffer you te doubt it: you vould 

S pity me now, if you [aw me write, for my pain 

bath drawn my head fo much awry, and holds it 

fo, that my eye cannot follow my pen, I there-— 

» fore receive you inte my Prayers with mincown 

"  ppeary foul , and, Commend my [elf togours, I: 

"  donbt not but next week will bring you good sews, 

for I have either mending or dying os my ide: 

but, If I do continue longer thus, I fhak have 

’ Comfort inthis, That my blefed Saviour is ex- 

. ertifing his Fuftice upon my two worldly parts, 

* my Fortune avd my Body, referves al bis 

: Mercy for that which moh needs it, my Sous 

«that #8, I donbt, too like a Porter, which ws very 

3 often near the gate, and yet goes not out, Sir,l 

| profe[sto you truly, that my lothne(s to give over 

+ sorsting now, [cems to my felf a fignthat I foal 

 Writenomeare—— 
| | Your poor friend, and 

5 Spt 7. Gods poor patient 


1 Oo FOHN DONNE, 


By 
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By this you have feen a pare of the piGure 
of his narrow fortune, and the perplexities of 
his generous minde, and thus it continued 
with him for about two years; all which time 
his family remained conftantly at Micham, and 
to which place he often retir’d himfelf, and de- 
ftinzed fome dayes to aconftant ftudy of fome 
pots of Gontroverly betwixt the Exgli/h and 
Ronan Church sand efpecially thofe of Suprema- 
cy ad Allegiance: and, to that place and fuch 
 ftudies he could willingly have wedded himfelf 
cusng his life: but the earneft perfwafion of 
frieaads became atlaft to be fo powerful as to 
caufe the removal of himfelf and family to Lexn- 
.don, where Sir Robert Drewry, a Gentleman of 
verynoble eftate, anda more liberal mind, af- 
figied himavery choice and ufeful houfe rent- 
fiec, nexttohis own in Drewry-lane; and was 
a'fo a cherifher of his ftudies, and {uch a friend 
ss fympathized with him and his in all their joy 
and forrows. a re 

Many of the Nobility were watchful and 
folicitous to the King for fome fecular prefer- 
ment for him: His Majefty had formerly both 
known and put a value upon his company,.and 
had alfo given him fome hopes of aState-em- 
ployment, being alwayes much pleafed when 
Mr, Donne attended him, elpecially at his 
meals, where there were ufually many deep dif- 
courfes of general learning , and very often 

friendly debates or difputes of Religion be- 
2 - tWixt 
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late Dean of S* Pauls, Hondo. 33 


% twixe his Majefty and thofe Divines, whofe 
“places required their attendance cn him at thofe 
““ gimes: particularly the Dean of the Chappel s_ 
<  whothen was Bifhop Montague) the publifher of 
* the learned andeloquent Works of his Maje- 
vé  fty) and the moft reverend Do@or Andrems , 
the lace learned Bifhop of Wincheffer, who then 
+ wasthe Kings Almoner, 
About this time there grew many difputes 
« that concerned: the oath of Supremacy and Al- 
1  ‘degiance, in whichthe King had appeared and 
2 . engaged himfelf by his publick writings now 
: extant: and his Majefty difcourfing with Mr, 
}. Donne concerning many of the reafons which 
: are ufually ie againft the taking of thofe 
Oaths, apprehended fuch a validity and clear- 
+ mefs in his ftating the Queftions, and his An- 
-  fwerstothem, that his Majefty commanded 
-- dhim to beftow fome time in drawing the Ar- 
.  guments intoa method, and then write his An- 
{wers tothem: and having done that, not to 
+ fend, but be his own meffenger and bring. them 
« tohim. - Tothishe prefently applyed himfelf, 
« and within fix wees brought chem to him 
under his own hand-writing, as they be now 
printed, the Book bearing the name of Pfes- 
slo-martyr. | 7 
When the King had read and confidered 
that Book, he perfwaded Mr, Donne to enter 
into the Miniftry; to which at that time he 
wvas, and appeared very aie ad sais 
oe , yr. (WE 
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* Ta his 
Book of 
Devoti- 
OLS, 





it ( fuch was hismiftaking modefty) to be too 
weighty for his Abilities; and though his Ma- 
jefty had promiled him a favour, and many per- 
fons of worth mediated with his Majefty for 
fome fecular employ ment for him, to which his 
Esucaticn had apced him, and particularly che 
Earl of Somer(et, when in his height of favoar 
who being then at Throbalds with the King, 
where one of the Clerks of the Council died 
thar night, and the Earl having fent for 

{r, Donne to come to him immediately, faid , 
Mr, Donne, To teftifiethe reality of my Affecti- 
on, and my purpofe to preferre you, Stay inthe 
Gardentill Igo upto the King ad bring you word 
that you are Clark of the Conncil: denbt not my 
dcing this, for I ksow the King loves you, and 
sill not deny me, Buc the King gave a pofi- 
tive denyal to all requefts; and having a dit 
cerning fpirit, replyed, J know Mr, Donne » a 
learned man, has the abilities of a learned Di- 
wine, and wil prove a powerful Preacher, and 
my defire ts to prefer him that way, After chat 
time, ashe proteflech, * The King defcended 
to a perfwafion, almoft to a [olicitation of him 
te enter into facred Orders: which though he 
then denyed nor, yet he deferred it for almoft 
three years, All which time he applyed him- 
feif to an inceffant ftudy of Textual Divinity, 
and to the attainment of a greater perfection in 
the learned Languages. Greekand Hebren, 


In the fift and moft blefled times of Chri- 
| He {ria- 


—— 
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ftianicy, when the Clergy were look’d upon 
with reverence, and deferved it, when they 
overcame their oppofers by high examples of 
Vertue, by a lefts 

ring: thofe onely were then judged worthy 
the Miniftry, whofe quiet and meck fpirits did 
make chem look upon that facred calling with 
an humble adoration and fear to undertake it; 
which indeed requires fuch great degrees of ha- 
mility, and Labour and care, that none but fuch 
were then thought worthy of that celeftial 
dignity. Andfuch one!y were then fought out, 
and folicited to undertake it. This I have 


“mentioned becaufe forwardnefs ard inconfide- 


ation, could not in Mr, Done, as in many 
others, be an argument of infufficiency or un- 
firnefs for he had confidered long, and had 


many ftrifes within himfelf concerning the — 
_ ftrictnefs of life and competency of learning re- 


quired in fuch as enter into facred Orders; and 
doubtlefs, confidering his own demerits, did 
humbly ask God with St. Paul, Lord, who us 
fafficient for thefe things? and, with meek 
Mofes, Lord, whoam I¢ And fure, it he had 
confulted with flefh and blood, he had not put 
his hand to that holy plough, But, God who 
is able to prevail, wreftled with him, as the Az- 
gel did with Facob, and marked him, mark’d 


- him for hisown ; mark’d him with a bleffings — 


a bleffing of obedience to the motions of his 
blefled Spiric, And then, as he had formerly 


D 2 asked © 


ed-Patience and long Suffe- 
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asked God with Mofes, Who am1? So now 
being infpired with an apprehenfion of Gods 
particular mercy to him, in the Kings and o- 
thers folicications of him, heczmetoask King 
Davids thank.ul queftion, Lard who am I, that. 
thow art [0 mindful of me? So mindful of me, 
as tolead me for more then forty years through 
this wilderne!s of the many temprations, and 
various tunings of a dangerous life -. fomerci- 
ful to me, as to move the learned’ft of Kings, 
to defcend to move me to ferve at chy Alrar: 
fo merciful to me, as at Jaft, co move my heat 
to imbrace this holy motion: thy motions I 
will anddoimbrace: And, I now fay with the 
bleffed Virgin, Beit with thy fervant as (eem- 
eth beft in thy fight: andlo, blefed Fefus, Ido 
take thecup of Salvation, and will cail upon 
thy Name, and will preach thy Gofpel, 

Such ftrifes 2s thefe St. Auftine had, when 
St. Ambrofe indeavoured his converfion to Chri- 
ftianiry, with which he confefleth, he acquain- 
ted his friend Alpias. Our learned Author, 
(a mao fic to write after no mean Copy ) did 
thelike, And declaring his intentions to his 
dear friend Dr. King then Bifhop of London, a 
man famous in his generation, and no ftranger 


to Mr, Downes abilities. ( For he had been 


Chaplain to the Lord Chancellor, at the rime 
of Mr. Dommes being his Lordfhips Secretary ) 
Thae Reverend man did receive the news with 
much gladnefs; and, after fome expreffions of 


joy, 
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‘fate Dean of Sr Pauls, London. 
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oy, and aperfwafion to be conftant in his pi- - 
us purpofe, he proceeded with all conveni-. 


nt {peed to ordain him both Deacon and 
Prieft, - | 

Now the Eagli/b Church had gain’d a fecond 
St, Aaftine, for, I chink, none was fo like him 
before his Converfion: none fo like St, Am- 
Srofe after it: and if his youth had the infirmi- 
ties of the one, his age had the excellencies of 
the other, thelearning and holinefs of both, 

And now a'lhis ftudies which had been oc- 


_ Cafionally diffufed, were all concentred in Di- 


vinity, Now he had a new calling , new 


‘thoughts, and a new imployment for his wie 


and eloquence, Now all his earthly affections 
were changed into divine love; and‘all the fa- 


-Culties of his own fou! were ingaged in the Con- 


verfion of others: In preashing the glad tidings 
of Remiffion to repenting Sinners; and peace to 


each troubled foul, Tothefeheapp'yed him- 
felf with all care and diligence ; and now, fych 


a change was wrought in him, that he could 
fay with David, Ob bow amsiable are thy Tabere 
nacles, O Lord God of Hoffs! Now he decla- 
red opealy, that when he required a temporal, 
God cave him a fpiritual blefSing, And that, be 
was now eladder to be a door-keeper in the houfe 
of God, then he could be to injoy the nobleft of ak 
temporal ineploymecnts, sO 
Prefeficly atcer he eatred into his holy pro- 


fefsion, the King fent for him, and made 
- 63 , him 
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him his Chaplain in ordinary; and promi- 
fed to take a particular care for his prefer- 
ment, | 

And though his long familiarity with Scholars, 
and perfons of greareft quality, was fuch as 
nyight have given fome men boldnefs enough 


_tohave preached to any eminent Auditory, yet 


| Paddington. Thishe did, till His Majefty fent. 


his modefty in this imployment was fuch, that 
he could not be perfwaded to it, but went ufu- 
ally accompanied with fome one friend, to 
preach privately in fome village, noc far from 
London: his firft Sermon being preached at 


and «ppointed him a day to preach to him at 


 White-ha#, and, though much were expected 


fromhim, both by His Majefty and others, 
yet he was fo happy (which few are) as to {a- 
tisfieand exceed their expectations: preaching 
the Word fo, as fhewed his own heart was pof- 
{eft wich chofe very thoughts. Jand joyes that he 
labored to diftill into others: A Preacher in 
earneft, weeping fometimes fer his Auditory , 
fometimes with them: alwayes preaching to 
himfelf, like an Angel froma cloud, but in 
none; carrying fome, as St, Pas/ was, to 
Heaven in holy rapures, and inticing others 
by a facred Are and Courthhip to amend 
their livess here picturing a vice fo asto make 
it ugly co chofe that practifed it; anda vertue 
fo, as to make it be beloved even by tho‘e 
that lov'd it not 5 and, all this with 2 moft par- 

, | ticu- 
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ticular grace and an unexpreffible addition of 
-eomelinefs, 7 

There may be fome that may incline to 
think (fuch indeed ss have not heard him) that 
my affe@ionto my Friend, hath tranfported 
me to an immoderate Commendation of his 


Preaching, If this meets with any fuch, Lec. 


me intreat, though I will omic many, yer that 
they will receive a double witnels for whac I 
{ay, it being attefted by a Gentleman of worth, 
(Mr, €hidley, a frequent hearer of his Seimons) 
being part of a funeral Elogie writ by him on 
Doétor Donne, and a knowa truth, though te 
bein Verfe, | 


— Each Altar had his fire — 
He kept his love, but net his objec > wit, 
He didnot banifh, but tran{planted it ; 
Taught it both time ¢ place,and brought it ham: 
To Piety, which st doth beft become, : 
For fay, had ever pleafure [uch a drefs ? 
Have you (cen crimes fo [hip’t, or loveline ff 
Such as his lips did clothe Religion in¢ 
Had not reproof a beauty, pafsing fin ? 
Corrupted nature forrowed that [bz flood 
So meer the danger of becoming good, . 
And, whenhe preacht fhe wifh’t her ears exempt 
From Piety, that had [uch pow’r to tempt, 
| How did his facred fiattery beguile 
Men toamend ? —~—- 


More — 
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Mace of this, and more witneffes might be 


— proucht, but I forbear and return, | 


~ pat Summer, in the very fame moneth in 


_ which he entred into facred Orders, and was 


made the Kings Chaplain, His Majefty then go- 
ing his Progrefs , was intreated to receive an 
entertainment in the Univerfity of Cambride. 
And Mr, Downe attending his Majefty, at 
that time, his Majefty was pleafed to recom- 


~mend him co the Univertity,to be made Doctor 


~= 


in Divinity ; Doctor Har{wetcafter Archbifhop © 
of York) was then Vice-Chancelleur,who know- | 


ing him to be the Author of that learned 
Book the Pfeudo- Martyr, required no other 
proof «f his Abilities, but propofed it to the 
Uxiverfity, who prefently aflented, and expreft 
a gladneis, that they had fuch an ‘occafion to 
intitle him to be theirs, - 

His Abilities and Induftry in his Profeffion 


were fo eminent, and he fo known and {fo be-- 


loved by Perfons of Quality, that within the 
firft year of his entring into facred Orders, he 
had fourteen Advowfons of feveral Benefices 
prefented to him: But they were in the Coun- 
trey,and he could not leave his beloved Lon- 
don, to which place he had a natural inclina- 
tion, having received both his Birth and Edu- 
cation in it, and, there contracted a friendfhip 
with many, whofe converfation multiplyed the 


 joyes of his life: But,an imployment that might 


affixe him to that place would be welcome, for 


he needed it, : Im- 
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Immediately after his return from Cam- 
bridge, his wife died, leaving him aman of an 
unfecled eftate, and (having bmried five) the 
careful father of feven children then living, to 
whom he gave a voluntary affurance never to 
bring them under the fubjeGtion of a i 8 
mothers; which promife he kept moft fait 
fully, burying with his tears all his earthly joyes 
in his moft dear and deferving wives grave ; be- 
taking himfelf to a moft retired and folitary 
life, | 
In this retirednefs which was often from the 
fight of his deareft friends, he became crwcif- 
ed to the world , and all thofe vanities, thofe 
imaginary pleafures chat ‘are dayly a@ed on 
that reftlefs tage; and, they crucified to him, 
Nor is it hard to think (being pafsions may be 
both changed and heightned by accidents) but — 
that chat abundant affeRtion which once was 
betwixe him-and her, who had long been the 
delight of his eyes, the Companion of his 
youths her, with whom he had divided fo 
many pleafant forrows and contented fears, as 
Common-people are not capable of ; She, 
being now removed by death, a commeafura- | 
ble grief cook as full a poffefsion of him as joy 

ddone; and fo indeed it did: for, now his 

ery foul was elemented of nothing but fad- 
nefs; now grief took fo full a poffefsion of 
his heart, as to leave no place for joy: If it did, 


Ic was a joy to bealone, where like a Pelican in 


the 
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the wilderne{s, he might bemoan himfelf with- 
out witnefs or reftraint, and pour forth his paf- 
fions like Fob inthe days of his affli€tion, of 
shat I might have the defire of my heart ! ohthat 
God would grant the thing that I long for! For 
then, as the zrave is become her boufe, {ol would 
haftento makeit mine allo; that we two micht 
there make our beds together inthe dark, Thus 
as the Jfraelites {ate mourning by the rivers 
of Baéylos, when they rememored Sion; fo 
he gave fome eafe to his oppreffed heart by 
thus venting his forrows: Thus he began the 


day, and ended the night ; ended the reitlefs 


night and began the weary day inLamsentations 
find, thus hecontinued tilla confideration of 
his new ingagements to God, and St, Pauls Wo 
as me, if I preach not theGofpel: difper ft chofe 


fad clouds that had now benighted his hopes, | 


and forc’d him to behold the light, 

His firft motion from his houfe was to 
preach, where his beloved wife lay buried Cin 
St Clements Church, near Temple-Bar Lon- 
don) and his Text was a part of the Prophet 
Feremy's Lamentation: Lo, 1 aus the man that 
have [cen affliction, | 

_ And indeed, his very words and looks teft:f- 
ed him to betruly fucha mans; and they, with 
the addition of his fighs and tears, expreft in 
his Sermon, did fo work upon the affections oi 
his hearers, as melted and moulded them inro 


a companionable fadnefss and fo they left che 


Cor- 


{ 
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late Dean of S' Pauls London, 


Congregation; but then their houfes prefented 
them with objects of diverfion, and his pre- 
fenced him with no diverfions, but with freth 
objects of forrow, in beholding many helplefs 


children, a narrow fortune, and, a confiderati- 


onof the many cares and cafualties that attend 
their education, | 

In this time of fadnefs he was importuned by 
the grave Benchers of Liscolns Inne, once the 
friends of his youth, to accept of their Le- 
Gture, which by reafon of Dr, Gatakers removal 
from thence was then void: of which he ac- 
cepted; being moft glad to renew his inter- 
mitted friendfhip with thofe whom he fo much 
loved, and where he had been aSas/, though 


yet in his irregular youth to negle@ the vifible 
practife of it: there to become a Pan, and 


- preach falvation to his beloved brethren, 


And now his life was as a Shining light a- 


43 


not to ‘papa Chriftianity, or to deride it, | 


mong his old friends: now he gave an ocular - 


teftimony of the ftri€tnefs and regularity of its 
now he might fay as St Paul advifeth his Co- 
rinthians, Be ye followers of me, as I follow Chrift, 
and walk as yeehave me for anexamples not the 
example of a bufie-body ; but,of a contempla- 


tive, aharmlefs,’ an humble and an holy life and 
converfation, a 


_ The love of that noble fociety was exprefled 


to him many wayes: for, befides fair lodgings 
thac were fet apart and newly furnifhed for — 
3 Wit 
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with all neceflaries, other courreefies were 
daily added; indeed fo many and fo freely, as 
if they meant their gratitude fhould exceed his 
merits 5 and, in t’uslove-ftrife of defere and li- 
berality, chey coatinued for the {pace of two 
years, ie preaching faithfully and conftantly to 
them, and'chey liberally requiting him, Abouc 
which timig the Emperour of Germany died, 
and the Palfgrave, wo had lately married the 
Lady Elizabeth the Kings onely daugher, was 
elected and crowned King of Behemia, the un- 
happy oeginnins of many miferies inthat Na- 
tioa, 

King Fames , whofe Motto (Beati pacific) 
did truly fpeak che very thoughts of his heare, 
_ endeavoured firftro prevent, and after tocom- 
pofe the di.cords of thae difcompofed State 5 
and amongft other his endeavours did then fend 
the Lord Hay Earl of Doxcaffer his Ambaffa- 
dour to thofe unferled Princes; and by a fpe- 
cial command from his Majefty Dr Donne was 
appointed to aift and attend that employmenc 
to che Princes of the Union: for which the 
Earl was moft glad, who had alwayes put a 
preat valuson him, and tikena great pleafure 
in his converfationand dilccurfe: and his friends 
O: Lincolns Inne were as glad, for, they feared 
that his immoderate ftudy and fadnefs for his 
wives death, would, as f'scob faid, make hes 

| daies few, and re{peGing his bodily health, ewzt 
too: and of this there were fome vifible Bry 
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Zane, and they him with many relugations : 
for, though hecould not fay as S. Pau! to his 
E phefians, Behold you to whom I-have preached 
the Kingdom of God, (hall from henceforth fee my 
face no mores yet, he believing himfelf to be 
ina Confumption, queftioned, and they feared 
it: all concluding chat his troubled mind, with 
the help of his unintermitted ftudies, haftened 
the decays of his weak body: And God turned 


ic tothe beft ; for this employment (to fay . 


nothing of the event of ic) did not onely divere 
him from thofe too ferious ftudies and fad 
thoughts, but feemed to give him a new life 
by atrue occafion of joy, to be an eye-witnefs 
of the health of his moft dear and moft honou- 
red Miftrefs the Qu, of Bohemia, in a forraign 
Nation; and, to be a witnefs of chat gladnefs 


which fhe. expreffed to fee him: Who, having | 
formerly knowo him a Courtier, was much | 


joyed to fee him in a Canon:cal habit, and more 
glad ro be an ear-witnefs of his excellence and 
powerful Preaching. 7 a 

About fourteen moneths after his departure 
out of England, he returned to his friends of 


| Lincolas-Inue with his forrows modezated, and 
his health improved; and there betook him- — 


{elf to his conftant courfe of Preaching, 
About a year after his rerurn out of Germany, 
Dr, Cary was made Bifhop of Exeter, sad by 


his removal the Deanry of Ss, Panis beiig va- - 


cant 
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fate Dean of S Pauls, London. as 
At his going he lefe his friends of Lincolss- ° 
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cant, the King fent to Dr. Donne, and appoinc- . 


edhim to attend him at Dinner the next day, 
When his Majefty was fate down, before he had 
eat any meat, he faid after his pleafant manner, 
Dr, Donne, Ihave invited yow to Dinners and, 
though you fit net down with me, yet I will carve 
to you of a dilh that Iknow you love well, for 
knowing you love London, I do,therefore make 
you Dean of Pauls; and when I have dined, 
then de you take your beloved difh home to your 
fiudy; fay grace there to your felf, and much 
god may it do you, 

Immediately after he came to his Deanry, 


_ he employed work- men to repair and beautifie 


the Chappel; fuffering, as holy David once 
wowed, his eyes and temples to take nore/t, till he 
had firft beautified the houfe of God. 


_ The next quarter following,when his Father- 


in-law Sir George Moor, (whom.Time had made 


~ a lover and admirer of him,) came to pay to 


him the conditioned fumme of twenty pounds 
he refufed to receive it, and faid (as good Faccb 
did, when he heard his beloved fon Fofeph was 


alive, Zt # enough,) You have been kind to me 


and mine: I know your prefene condition is 
fuch as not to abound: and I shhope mine ts 
or willbe fuch as not to need it: I will therefore 
receive no more from you upon that contract 5 


and in teftimony of it freely gave him up hi 


bond, | 
Immediately after his admiffion into his 


Deanry | 
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Deanry, the Vicarage of St. Danffan in the 
Welt, London, fell to him by che death of 
Dr, white, the Advowfon of it having been 
givento him long before by his honourable 
friend, Richard Earl of Dor(et, then the Pa- 
tron, and confirmed by his brother the late de- 
ceafed Edward, both of them men of much 
honour, | Sts a 

~ By thefe and another Ecclefiaftical endow- 
ment which fell to him about the fame cime, 
given to him formerly by the Earl of Kent, he 
was enabled to become charitable to the poor, 
and kind to his friends, and to make fuch pre- 
vifion for his children, that they were nor lefe 
{candalous, as relating to their or his Profeffion 
and Quality. a 
The next Parliament, which was within that 
prefent year, he was chofen Prolocutor to the 
Convocation; and about that time was appointed 
by his Majefty, his moft gracious Mafter, to — 
. preach very many occafional Sermons, as at 
_ St, Pant’s Crofs, and other places, All which 
_ employments he performed to the admiration 
. . Of the Reprefentative Body of the whole Cler- - 
_ gy of this Nation, - | | 
He was once, and but once, clouded with the 
Kings difpleafare 5 and , ic was about this 
_  time5_ which was occafioned by fome mali- 

_ ° eious whifperer, who had told his Majefty char ’ 
Dr. Donne had put on the general hamour of : 
the Bulpits,and was become bufie in oe 

) a rear 
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a fear of the Kings inclining to Popery,and a dif- 
like of his Government: and particularly, for 
his chen tuning che Evening LeQures into Ca- 
sechifing, and expounding the Prayer of our 
Lord, and cf the Belief, and Commuandwents, 
His Majefty was the more isclineable to be- 
lieve chis, for thac a Perfon of Nobility and 
great note, betwixt whom and Dr. Dosne,there 
had been a great friendfhiv, was at this vesy 
time difcarded the Court (I thall forbear his 
name, unlefs I had a fairer occafion) and juftly 
committed to prifon; which begot many ru- 
mours in the common people, who in this Na- 
‘tion think they are not wife,unlefs they be bufie 


- about what they anderftand not: and efpeci- 


ally about Religion, 


The King received this news wich fo much 


difcontent and reftlefnefs, that he would not 
fuffer the Sun to fet and leave him under this 
donbts bat fene for Dr, Donne, and required 
hisanfwer to the Accufation; which was fo 
clear and fatisfactory,that the King faid he was 
vicht clad he refed no longer under the fufpicion, 
When the King had faid this, Doctor Dosne 
kneeled down and thanked his Majefty, and 
' protefted his anfwer was faithful and free from 
all collufion, and therefore defired that he might 
not rife, till, as in like cafes he always had frons 
. God, fo he might have fromhis Majefty, fome af- 
furance that he flood clear and fair in his opinion, 
Then the King raifed him from his knees — 
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-, hisown bands, and protefedhe beliew d him: and 
that he knew he was an honeft man, and doubted 
», mot bat that be lovel him truly, And, having 
thus difmiffed him, he called fome Lords of hig 
tg Council into his Chamber, and faid with much 
y  earneftne(s, My Doctor ts an hoxeft man: and my 
Lords, Iwas never bstter fats fied with an an{wer 
then he hath now mad: me: and I always rejoyce 
> when think that by my means be became a Di- 
ce Mine, oe 
He was made Dean the fiftieth year of his 
age; and inhis fifty fourth year a dangerous 
ry ficknefs feized him, which inclined him to a 
", (Confumption, But God, as Fob thankfully 
acknowledged, preferved his pirit, andkeyt his. . 
" intelle€tuals as clear and perte&t, as when thas 
.. dicknefs firft eized his body: but.ic continued 
long and threatned him with death; which he 
“dreaded not, | | 
= In this diftemper of body, his dear friend 
“Doctor Hemy King (then chief R efidenciary 
"of that Church, and.late Bifhop of Chichc/fer) 
' aman generally known by the Clergy of this 
:"  Nauon, and as generally noted for his oliging 
mature, vifited him daily; and obferving that ° 
his ficknefs rendred his recovery doubrtul, he 
“*  chofe a feafonable time to {peak to him, to 
‘®  ghis purpofe, 7 i 
ra * Mr, Dean, I am by your favour no ftranger 
© to your temporal: eftate, and you are no 
“ € ftranger. to the Offer Jately mide. us, for 


a 


* the 
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‘the renewing a Leafe of the beft Prebends 
‘Corps belonging to our Church; and you 
© know, “twas denied, for chat our Tenant be- 
‘ing very rich, offered to fine at fo low a rate 
“as held not proportion with his advantages : 
but I will eicher raife him toan higher fumme, 
“or procure that the other Refidenciaries fhall 
“joyn td accept of what was offered: one of 
© chefe I can and will by your favour do without 
© delay,and without any trouble either to your 
“body or mind ; I beleech you to accept of my 
© offer,for I know it will be a confia2rable addi- 
“tion to your prefene eftate , which I know 
“needs it, | 7 | 

To this, after a fhore paufe, and raifing him- 
felf upon his bed, he made this reply, 

* My moft dear friend, I moft humbly thank 
you for your many favours, and this ia partica- 
‘Jar: Buc, in my prefent condition, I fhall noe 
accept of your propofal; for doubrlefs there 
“isfucha Sinas Sacriledge 5 if there were not, 
it could not have a name in Scripture: And 
— “the Primitive Clergy were watchful againft 
© all appearances of that evil, and indeed then 
~ © all Chriftianslooke upon it with horrour and 
€deteftation: Judging it to be even an open de- 
€ fiance of the Power and Providence of Almighty 
© God, and 4 fad preface of a declining Religien, 
¢ But in ftead of fuch Chriftians, who had fe- 


* lected times fer apart co faft and pray to God, 


‘for a pious Clergy which they then did obey ; 
: fOut 
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« © Our times abound with men that are bufie 
« “and litigious about trifles and Church-Cere- 
“monies; and yet fo far from {crupling Sacri- 
«  Stedee, that they make not fo muchas a quere 
“whacitis: But, I thank God I have; and, 
“dare not now upon my fick-bed, when Al- 
«  *mighty God hath made me ufclefs to the fer- 
»  *viceof the Church, make any advantages out 
4  “ofit, Bur, if he fhall again reftore me co fach 
“adegree of health, as again to ferve at his 
© Altar, 1 fhall then gladly take the reward 
.. which the bountiful Benefactours of this 
«  ©Church have defigned mes for God knows 
“my Children and Relations will need ic, In 
« “which number my Mother (whofe Credulity ° 
*  €and Charity has contraéted a very plentiful to 
“a very narrow eftate) muft not be forgotten: 
© But Doétor King, if I recover nor, that little . 
“worldly eftace thac I hall leave behind me, — 
“(chat very little, when divided into eight parts,) - 
“ muft, if you deny me not fo Charituble a fae 
© your, fall into your hands as my moft faith. 
"© ful friend and Executor of whofe Care and 
* © Juftice, I make no more doubt then of Gods 
*  bleffing on that which I have confcientioufly 
“© colle@ted for them 5 bue it fhall not be aug 
’ © mented onmy fick-bed, and, this I declare 
“to be my unalcerable refolution, | 
The reply to this was only a promife to abe 
ferve hisrequeft, | 
~ Within a few days his diftempers abated s 
; E 2 
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_andas his ftreneth increafed, fo did his thank- 
-fulnefs to Almighty God, teftified in his moft 


excellent Book of Devotions, which he pu)li- 
fhed at his Recovery. In which the Reader 
may fee, the moft fecret thoughts that then 
poffeft his Soul, Paraphrafed and made pub- 
lick: a book chat may not unfitly be called.a 
a Sacred picture of Spiritual Extafies, occafioned 
and applyable co the emergencies of that fick- 
nefs; which book being acompofition of Me- 
ditations,Di{quifiions and Prayers,he writ on his 
fick-bed ; herein :micating the Holy Patriarchs, 
who were wont co build ther Altars in that 
place, where they had received their blefsings, 


This ficknefs broughe him fo near to the 


‘gates of deith, and he faw the grave fo ready 


‘to devour him, that he wuld often fay his 
recovery was fupernatural: But that God thae 
then reftored his healch continued it to him,ull 
the fifty-ninth year of his life. And then in 
Auguft 1630, being with his eldeft Daughter 
Mrs, Harvy at Abury hatchin Effex, he there 
fell inio a fever, which with the help of his 
conftant infirmity(vapors from the fpleen) hafte- 
ned him into fo vifible 4 Confumption, that his 
beholde s might fay, as Se Paul of himfelf, x7e 
dies dayly; and he might fay with Fob, ary 


welfare paleth away 25 a cloud, the dayes of my 


affliction have taken hold of me, and weary nights 


are appointed for me, 


Ra- 
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Reader, This fickne{s continued long, not 
onely weakuing but wearying him [o much, that 
my defire 1, he may nowtake fomereft: and - 
that before I [peak of his death, thow wilt not 
_ think st an impertinent digrefsion to look back 
with me, apon fome obfervations of his life, 
— which, whilft a gentle flumber gives reff to 


- . bis {pirits, may, I hope, uot unjitly exercife 


thy confideration, 
e. 


His marriage was -the’ remarkable errour of 
his life; an errour which though he had a wie 
able and very apt to maintain Paradoxes, yet, ~ 
he was very far from’ juftifying it: and though 
his wives Competent years, and other rea:ons’ - 
might be juftly urged to moderate fevere Cen- 


. fares; yet he would occafiona!ly condemn him- 


felf for it: and doubrlefs ic had been attended 
with an heavy Repencance,if God had not bleft 


~ them with fo mutual and cordial affections, as 


in the midft of their fufferings made their bread 


of forrow tafte more pleafantly then the ban= 


quets of dull and low-fpirited people. 
The Recreations of his youth were Poetry, — 
in which he was fo happy, as if nature and all - 
her varieties had been made onely to exercife his 
fharp wit, and high facy 3 and in thofe pieces 
which were facetioufly Compofed and carelefly 


- fcattered (‘moft of chem being written before 


the twentieth year of his age) it may appear by 
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his choice Metaphors, thacboth Natwreand all 
the Arts joyned to affift him with their utmoft 
skill, , 
Ic is. a truth, thae in his penirential 
years, vicwing fome of thofe pieces too 
~ loofely {cattered in his youth, he wifht they 
had been abortive, or fo fhort liv’d that his 
own eyes had witneffed their funerals: But, 
though he was no friend ro them, he was not fo 
fallen out with heavenly Poetry as to forfake 
thar: no notin his declining age; witneffed 
then by many Divine Sonnets, and other high, 
holy, and harmonious Compofures. Yea,even 
on his former fick-bed he wrote this heavenly 
Hymne, exprefling the great joy chat then pof- 
 Feft he foul in the Affurance of Gods favour | 
to him, 


An Hymne to God the Father, 


: It thou forgive that fin where I becun, 
Which was my fin,though it were done beforea 
Wilt thou forgive that fin through which I run, 
And do run ftill though [till I do deplore? 
| When thow haft done, thou haft not done ® 
| Far I have more, 


Wilt thou foreive that fin, which I have wonne 
Others to fin. and made my fin their door ? 
Wilt thou forgive that fin which I did fous: : 
A year or two, but wallowed ina (corer 
ea Whey 
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When thon haft done, thou haf? not done, 
| | For Ihave more, 


d have afin of fear, that when Ive fpun 
My laf? thread, 1 {hall perifh onthe fhore : 
But ri by thy felf. that at my death thy Son 
Shall fine as he fhines now, and heretofore 3 
Andhaving done that thou haft dene, 
| I fear no more, 


Thaye the rather mentioned this Hyzne, for 
_ that he caus’d it to be fet to a moft grave and 
{olemn Tune, and to be often fung to the organ 
~ by the Choriffers of St, Pawls Church, in his 
own hearing, efpecially ac the Evening Ser- 
vices andac his return from his Cuftomary De- 
votions in that place, did occafionally fay to 
afriend, The words of this Hymne have refered 
to me the [ame thoughts of joy that poffeft my Soul  - 
in my fickne[s when I compofed it. And, Othe - 
power of Charch-mufick'! that Harmony added to 
it has raifed the Affections of my heart, and quic« 
aed my graces of zeal andgratitude; andl ob- — 
ferve, that I alwayes return from paying this 
publick duty of Prayer and Praife to God, with 
 anunexpre[sible tranquillity of mind, anda wil- | 
lingnefs to leave the world, - 
After this manner did the Difciples of our 
Saviour, and the beft of Chriftians in chofe A- 
~ ges of the Church neareft to his time, offer. 
their praifes to Almighty God, And the sia _ 
ws 4 0 
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of St, Augu/tines life may there find, that to= 
wards his diffolucion he wepe abundantly, chac 
the enemies of Chriftianity had broke in upon 
them, and prophaned and ruin’d their Sanchua- 
ries, and becaule their Publick Hywns and 
Lauds were loft out of their Churches, And 
after chis manaer have many devout Souls lifted 
up their hands and offered acceptable Sacrifices 
unto Almighty God where Dr. Donne offered 
his, 
Futnow,oh Lord —— 1656, 


Before I proceed further, I think fic to in- 
form the reader, that not long before his death 
he canfed to be drawna figure of the Body of 
Chrift extended upon an Anchor,- like thofe 
which Painters draw when they would prefene 
us with the picture of Chrift crucified on the 


Crofs: his, varying no otherwife then-co affix | 


himtoan Anchor (the Emblem of hope) this 
he caufed tobedrawnin little, and then many 
of thofe figures thus drawn to be ingraven very 
{mail im He/#ropian Stones, and fet in gold, and 
of thefe hefent to many ot his deareft trends to 
be ufed as Seales, or Rings, and kept as memo- 
rials of hm, and of his aff2éticn to them, 

His dear friends and benefactors, Sir Henry 
Gootier, and Sit Rowert Drewry, could not be of 
that numbers Nor could the Lady Magdalen 
Herbert, the mother of George Herbert , for they 

had put off m@ tality, and taken poflefsion of 
-— i the 
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the grave before him: But Sir Heary Wootton 
and Dr. Hal the then late deceafed Bithop of 
Norwiteh weres and,fo were Dr, Duppa Bifhop of 
Salisbury, and Dr, Henry King Bithop of Chiche~ 
fier, (lately deceafed ) men in whom ‘there 
was fuch a Commixture of general Lear- 
ning, ot natural eloquence, and Chriftian Auasi- 
: lity, that they deferve a Commemoration by a 
*. penequal to their own, which none hath ex- 
ceeded, a: 

And in this enumeration of his friends; 
though many mutt be omitted, yet that manof 
| primitive piety Mr, George Herbert may nots 
[mean that George Herbert, who wast e Au-’ 
thor of the Temple or Sacred Poems and Ejacu- 
lations. (A Book, in which by declaring his 
own fpiritual Confli@s he hath Comforted | 
and raifed many a dejeGed and difcompofed - 
| Soul, andcharmed them into fweet and qu:ee | 
_ thoughts: A Book, by the frequent reading 
whereof, and the affiftance of thac Spirie that 
{eemed to infpire the Author, the Reader may 
attain habits of Peace and Piety, and all the 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft and Heaven: and may 
by ftill reading , ftill keep thofe facred fires 
~ _ burning uponthe Altar of fo pureanheart, as _ 
... fhall free it from the anxieties of this world, 

, and keep it fixt upon things that are above s) 
 betwixe him and Dr, Donne there was a long 
, and dear friendfhip, made up by fuch a Sympa- 
thy of inclinations, that they covered and 


joys 
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joyed to bein each others Company 5 and this 
happy friendthip was fill maintained by many 
(acred indearments s of which, that which fol- 
loweth may be fome Teftimony, 

To Mr, George Herbert. {ent him with one of 
my Seales of the Anchor and Chrift. (A theat 
of Snakes ufed heretofore to be my Seal, which 
is the Creft of our poor Family.) 


Lui prius affuetus ferpeatum falce tabellus 
Signare, hac noftra Symbola parva aomwe 


Adfcitus domui domini, - 





‘Adopted in Gods fAmily, and fo — 
— My old Coat loft intonew ArmsIgo, 
The Crofs my [eal in Bapti(m, {pread below, 


—) Does by that forms into an Anchor crow, 


Croffes grow Anchors, bear as thon fhould ft do 
Thy Crofs,and that Cro[s grows an Anchor too, 
But he that makes our Croffes Anchors thus 
Is Chrifts who there u crucified for vs, 


— Ket with this I way my firft Serpents hold: 


(God gives new blefsings,c yet leaves the ola) 
The Crpent may a wife my pattern be 
My poyfon, as he feeds on duff, that’s me. 


"And, as he rounds the earth to murder, fure 


He is my death 5 but on the Cro(s sey cures 


—Crucifie nature thens and then implore 


This (eales aCatechi{m,not a feal alane. 


_ Allgrace from hin, crucify d there before: 
When all is Crofs, and that Crofs Anchor crown, 


Under 
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- ander that little feal great gifts Ifend, 


i altheughihe Crofs could not Chrift here detain; 


e2uire of St Pauls Church 5 he did alfo thorten 


Both works cr prayers pawns cy fruits of a friends 
Oh may that Saint that rides on our great Seal, 
To you that bear his name large bounty deal, 


_J. Donne; 


In Sacram Anchoram Pifcatoris 


Geo. Herbert. 


Quod Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi;  ~ 
Tenere Chriftum fcilicet ne afcenderee 
Tuive Chriftum a 





When nail'a unte't, but he alcends again: 

Nor yet thy eloquence bere keep him till, | 
But only while(t thou {peak' fis this Anchor wills 
Nor canft thow be content, unle{s thow to 

This certain Anchor adda fal and fo 

The water andthe earth, 63h unto thee 

Do owe the Sywpbole of their certainty, = 


" Let the world reel, we and all ours fand fare; 


This Holy Cable's from all forms [ecure, 
: | ee | ; G.tleber | 


[return to tell the Reader ; that befides 4 | 


thefe verfes to his dear Mr. Herbert, and that 
Hymne that I mentioned to be fang in the 


and 
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and beguile many fad hours by compofing other 
(acred Ditties 3 and he writ an Hymn on his 
death-bed, which bears this title, 


An Hymn to God, my God ; 
in my Sicknefs, March 23. 
1630. | 


Since J am coming tothat holy room, ° 

Where, with thy quire of Saints for ever more 
I foal be made thy mufique, as I come 

Itune my Inflrument herve at the dere, | 

And, what I weuft do then, chink here beforey 


Since my Phyfisians by their loves aregromm = 
Cofmographers! and {their map,wholye +. 
Flat on this bed —-—————= : 


See 
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So, in bis purple wrapt, receive me, Lord! 
By thefe, his thorns, give me bis other Crown : 
And, as to other fouls I preach'd shy Word, 

Be this mytext: my Sermon to mine own, 
That, be may raife, therefereshe lord throws down, 


If thefe fall under the cenfure of a foul, 
whofe too much mixture. with earth makes i¢ 

*- beltt co judge of thefe high raptures and illumi- 
a | nations 
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nations let him know that many hely and de- 
vout men have thought the Soul of Pradentins 
to be moft refined, when not many dayes be- 
fore his death he charged it to. prefent his God 
each morning and evening with anew and [piritn- 


all feng, jultified by the example of King Da- 


vid and the good King Hezekias, who upon 
the renovation ‘of his years paid his thankful 
vowes to Almighty God in a royal Hymz, which 
he concludes in thefe words, The Lord was rea- 
ay to fave, therefore I will fing my foncs tothe 
ffringed infiruments all the dayes of my life inthe 
temple of my God, 

The latter part of hisSlife may be faid to be a 
continued ftudys; for as he ufually preached 
oncea week, if notoftner, fo afterhis Sermon 
he never gave his eyes reft, till he had chofen 
outanew Text, and that nightcaft his Sermon 
into a form, and his Text ‘into divifions ; and 
the next day betook himfelf to confule the Fa- 
thers, and fo commit his meditations to his 


, memory, which was excellent. But upon Satur- 
_ day he ufually gave himfeH and his mind a reft 


from the weary burthen of his weeks meditati- 
ons, and ufually {pent chat day in vifitation of 


'. friends, or fome other diverfions of his. 


thoughts ; and would fay, that be gave both his 
body and mind that refrelhment, that he micht be 


enabled to do the work of the day following, not _ 
. . faintly, bat with couraze and chearfulnefs, | 


Nor was his age onely fo induftrious, but in 
: ee i Me eae ae: 
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the moft unfetled dayes of his youth, his bed 
w2snot able to detain him beyond the hour of 
four ina morning: andit was no common bu- 
finefs that drew him out of his chamber till paft 
ten, All which time was employed in ftudy ; 
though he took great liberty after it: and if this 
feem ftrange, it may gaina belief by the vilible 
fruits of his labours: fome of which remain as 
teftimonies of what is here writen: for he left 


. the refulcance of 1400, Authors, moft of them 


abridged and analyfed with his own hands he 
left alfo fixfcore of his Sermons,all written with 
his own hand ; alfo anexaé& and laborious Trea- 
tife concerning gelf-murther, called Biathana- 
tos s wherein all the Laws violated by that Act 
are diligently furveyed and judicioufly cenfurec: 
a Treatife written in his younger dayes, which 
alone might declare him then not onely perfect 
inthe Civil and Cason Law, but in many other 
fuch ftudies and arguments , as enter mot into 
the confideration of many that labour to be 


thought great Clerks, and pretend to know all 


things, - | 
Nor were thefe onely found in his ftudys bat 
all bufineffes that paft of any publick confe- 


"quence, either inthis, or any of our neighbour 


nations, be abbreviated either in Latine, or in 
the Language of that Nation, and kepe them 
by him for ufeful memorials, So he did the co- 
pies of divers Letters and cafes of Confcience 
that had concernedjhis friends, with bis obfer- 
| vations 
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vations and folutions of thems and, divers 

other bufineffes of importance ; all particular+ 
ly and methodically digefted by himfelf, 
He did prepare to leave the world before life 

- left him, making his will when no faculty of his | 

foul was damp’d or made defe&ive by pain or 

— ficknefs, or he furprized by a fudden apprehen- 

fion of death: but it was made with mature © 
deliberation , expreffing himfelf an impartial 
father by making his childrens portions equals 
and alover of his friends, whom he remembred 

with Legacies fitly and difcreetly chofen and be- 
queathed, ‘I carinot forbear a nomination of 
core them; for, methinks they be perfons 
that feem to challenge a recordation in this 

. place 5 asnamely, to his Brother-in-law Sir Th. 

. . Grimes, he gave that ftriking Clock which he 
had long worn in his pocket —to his dear friend 
and Executor Dr. King (late Bifhop of Chi- 
cefter) that model ot gold of the Synod of | 
Dert, with which the States prefented him at: 
his laft being at the Hagwe——and the two Pi- 
Gures of Padre Paalo and Fulgentio, men of 
his acquaintance when he travelled Ztaly, and of 
great note in that Nation for their remarkable 
learning,— To his ancient friend Dr. Brook, 

C chat married him ) Mafter of Trinity Colledge 
in Cambridge, he gave the Picture of the blef- 
fed Virgin and Fofeph,—To Dr. Wianiff (who 
facceeded him in the Deanry) he gavea Pi- — 
ture called the Sceleton,—- To the fucceeding 
—. | Dean, 
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Dean, who was notthen known, he gave many | 


_ neceffaries of worth, and ufetul for his houfe; 


and alfo feveral Pi@tures and Ornaments for the 
Chappel, with a defirechac they might be regi- 
{tred, and remain as a Legacy to his Succeftors, 
—— To the Earls of Dorfet andof Carlile, 
he gave feveral Pictures, and fo he did to many 
other friends; Legacies, given rather to exprefs 
his affeCtion, than to make any addition to their 
Eftaces : but unto the Poor he was full of Cha- 
rity, and unto many others,who by his conftant 
and long continued bounty might intitle them- 
{elves to be his Alms-people; forall chefe he 
made provifion,and fo largely, as having then fix 
children living, might tofome appear more than 
proportionable to his Eftate, I forbear ro men- 
tion any more, left che Reader may think I tre- 
{pafs upon his patience: bue I will beg his fa- 
vour to prefent him with the beginning and end 
of his Will, 


In the Name of the bleffed and glorious Tri- 
mity, Amen, J John Donne, 4y the mercy of 


_ Chit Jelus, and by the calling of the Church 


of England Prieft, being at ths time in good 
calth and perfect underftanding (praifed be 
God therefore) do hereby make my laff Will and 

Teftament in manner and forms following : 
Firft,I give my gracious God an intire facri- 
fice of body and foul, with my moft humble thanks 
for that affurance which his bleffed Spirit im- 
a i 3 prints 
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late Dean of St Pauls, Londan. BS. 
“L- prints in me now of the [alvation of the one, 
and the Refurrection of the others and for that 
conftant and chearful refolation which the fame 
Spirit hath eftablifht in me to live and dye in 
the Religion now profef[cd in the Church of 
England, In expectation of that Refurrection, 
«I defire my body may be buricd (in the moft 
| private manner that my be) in that place of 
St.Pauls Charch London, that the now Refiden= 
tiaries have at my requeft defigned for that pur- 
pofe, &c, And this my laff Will andTeftament, 
made in the fear of God (whofe mercy 1 bume 
bly bee, and conftantly relie upon in Fe[us Chrift) 
and in perfect. love and charity with all the 
world (whofe pardon I ask, from the lowest of 
my fervants , to the bigheft of my Superiors ) 
written all with my own hand, and my name [ub- 
{cribed to every page, of which there are five in ° 
number, | | 
-_ Sealed Decem, 13, 1530. 


Nor was this bleffed facrifice of Charity ex 

_ prefied onely at his death, but in his life alfo, 
by a cheerful and frequent vifitation of any. 
friend whofe mind was dejected , or his fortune 
neceffitous ; he was inquifitive after the wants 
of Prifoners , and redeemed many from thence 
that !ay for their Fees or {mall Debts ; he was 
-acontinual Giver to poorScholars, both of this 
and foreign Nations. Befides what he gave 
with his owohand, he ufually fent a Seivant, or 

| a 


7 


gg (tte ee. ee 


we wey ee | 


Charity toall the Prifons in Londo at all the 






Feftival times of the year, efpecially at the | 


Birth and Refurrection of our Saviour, He gave 


an hundred pounds atone time to anold Friend, 
whom he had known live plentifully , andby a 
tooliberal heare and carelef{nefs became decay- 
ed inhis Eftatces and, when thereceiving of it 
was denied, by the Gentlemans faying, He 
wantednots for as there be fome fpirits fo ge- 
nerous as tolatour to conceal andendare a fad 


the confeffion of it s fo there be others ro 


~ poverty , rather than chofe blufhes thac arcend 


whom Nature and Grace have afforded fuch © 


fweet and compaflionate fouls, asto pity and 
revent the Diftreffes of Mankind; which I 
ave tie ape becaule of Dr. Donne's Re- 
ply, whofe Anfwerwas, I know you want not 
what will fuftain nature, for a little will do thats 


but my defire is, that you who in the dayes of your 
plenty have cheered and raifed the hearts of fo 


many / your dejected friends, would now re- 
i 


cervet 


5 from me, and ufe it as a cordial forthe. 


cheering of your ows + and fo it was received, — 


He was an happy reconciler of many differences 
in the Families of his Friends and Kindred, 
(which he never undertook faintly; for fach 
undertakings have ufually faine effects; ) and 
they had fucha faith in his judgement and im- 


 partialiry, thac he never advifed them to any 


thing in vain, He was even to her deatha 


mo 
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moft dutiful Son to his Mother, careful co pros 


vide for her fupportation , of which the had 


beendeftitate, buat that God railed him up to 
prevent her neceffitiess; who having fucked in 
the Religion of the Roman Charch with her 


Mothers Milk, fpent her Eftate in fo-eign 


Countreys, to enjoy alibertyinic, and died in 
his houfe bue three Moneths before him, 

And to the end it may appear how juft a 
Steward he was of his Lord and Mafters Revee 
nue , I have thought fic to let the Reader 
know, thar after his entrance into his Deane- 
ry, as henumbred his years, he (at the fooe 
of a private account (to which God and his 
Angels were only witneffes with him) compn- 
ted firft his Revenue, then what was given to 
the. Poor, and other Pious Ufes : and laftly, 
what refted for him and his ; he then bleft each 


-years poor remainder with a thankful Prayers 


which, for that they difcover amore than com- 
mon Devotion , the Reader fhall partake 
fome of them in his own words: 


So all is chat remains 
this year 


Deo Opt. Max. benigno 


Largitori, a me, Cy ab tis 


Quibus has 4 me refervantur, 
Gloria cy gratia im aternum, — 

| Amen, 
Fe So, 
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So, that this year, God hath 
bleffed me and mine with \ 


Multiplicate {unt fuper 
Dos miler icordie tua 
Domin. —-— 


Da Domine, ut qua ex immensa . 

Bonttate tua nobus elargirt ae 
Dignatus fis, in quorsmceunque 

Manus devenerint, intuam 

Semper cedant gloriam, | ae, 
| Amen, 


In fine horum fex Annorum manet : 


s 





uid habeo quod non accepi 4 Domino® 
Larcitur etiam ut qua largitus ef 
Suaiterum fiant, bonoeorum ufus, wt 
Ouemadmedum nec of ficiis hujws mundi, 
Nec loci in quo me pofaits dignitati, nec 
Servis,nec egents,in toto hxjus annt 
Carricule mihi confcius [um me defuiffes 
Ita cr liberi, quibws qua fuperfunt, 
Super{unt, grato animy ca accipiant, 
Et bencficum anthorens recognefcant, 

| Amen, 


But I retarn frem my lorg Digreffsen, 
We left the Author fick in Effex, where he 


was forced to fpend much of that Winter, by 
7 = 3 realcr 
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‘reafon of his difability to remave from that 
lace: And having never for almoft twenty 

years omitted his perfonal attendance on His 
Majefty in that month in which he was to at-_ 

tend and preach to him s nor,having ever been 
lefcoutof the Rolland number of Lent-Prea- 
chers; and there being then(in famwary 1639.) 
areport brought to Londen, ot raifed there, that 

‘Dr, Donne was dead: That report, gave him . 
occafioa to write this following Letter toa dear 
friend. | , Oe 


Sir, - = |, | : 
“ This advantage you and my other friends 
¢ have by my frequent fevers,that I am fo much 
< che oftner atthe gates af Heavens and this 
“¢ advantage by the folitude and clofe imprifon- 
¢ ment that they reduce meto after, that fam. 
Cy much the oftner at my prayers, in which E 
¢ fhall never leave out your hzppinels 5 and I 
doubt not among his other bl flings , God 
<¢ will add fomeone to youfor my prayers. A 
¢e man would almoft be content todye (if there - 
< were no other benefit in death) to hear ot fo 
“ much forrow, and fo mnch good te(timony 
«from good men as I (God be bleffed for it ) 
‘did upon the report of my death; yet Iper- | 
_ «ceive it went not through all, for one writ to 
“me that fome (and he faid of my friends } 
conceived I was not fo ill as I pretended , buc 
“ withdrew my felf to live at eafe, difcharged - 
a is © J 
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“ of preaching. Ic isan unfriendly, and God 


“knows an ill-grounded interpretation; for F 


“have alwayes been forrier when [ could noc: 


breach, than any could be they could not hear 


Sime, It hath been my defire,and God may be 


‘pleafed to grant it, that I might dye in the — 


‘CDulpics if nocthat, yet, that Imight take 
© my death in the Pulpit, chat is, dye the foon- 
“er by occalionof thofe labours, Sir, I hope 
“to fee you prefently after Candlemas , abouc 
which time will fall my Lent-Sermon at Court, 
6 except my Lord Chamberlain believemeto be 


€¢ dead, and foleave me out of the Roll; butas. | 


long as J live, and am not {peechlefs, I would 
“not willingly decline that fervice, I have bet~ 
‘eter leilure to write, than you to reads yet. I 
“would noc willingly opprefs you with too 
© much Letter, God blefs you and your Son as 
FT wifh,. 7 . s. = 
' '. Your poor friend and fervant 
is Chrift Fefus, 
J, Donne, 


Before that month ended, he was ay pointed 


' to preach upon his old conftane day, the firft 


Friday in Lent; he had notice of it,and had in 
his ficknefs fo prepared for that imployment, 
thac as he had long thirfted for ir: fo, he refol- 


_ ved his weaknefs thould not hinder his: journey ; 


he came therefore to Loidon, fome few dayes 
befare his appointed day of preaching, “Ac his 
= 4 “aS 8 coming 
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coming thither, many of his friends ( who with — 
_ forrow faw his ficknefs had left him onely fo 
much flefhas did onely cover his bones )doubted 
his ftrengthto perform that task,and,did rhere- 
fore diffwade him from undertaking it, affaring 
- him however, it was like co fhorten his life; bur, 
he paffionately denied their requefts ; faying, he 
would not doubt that that God who in fo many 
_—- had affifted him with an unexpected 
frrength, would now withdraw it in his laft employ- 
ment 5 profeffing an holy ambition to perform that 
 facred work. And, when to theamazement of © 
fome beholders he appeared in the Palpit,many 
of them thought he prefented himfelf not to 
preach mortification by a living voice: but, 
mortality by a decayed body and dying face, 
And doubtlefs, many did fecretly ask that que- 
ftion in Ezekiel, Dothefe bones live? or,can that 
foul organize that tongue, to (peak fo long time as 
the fandinthat glafs will move towards its centre, 
and meafure out an hour of this dying mans un- 
fpent life? Doubtlefsic cannot; and yet, after 
-fome faint paufes in his zealous prayer his {trong 
defires enabled his weak body to difcharge his 
memory of his preconceived meditations which 
wereof dying, the Text being, To Godthe Lord 
belong the ifwes from death, Many that then faw 
~ his tears, and heard his faine and hollow voice, 
profeffing they thought the Text prophetically 
chofen, and that Dr, Donne had preach't his own 
{uneral Sermon, 

. | F 4 Being 
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Being full of joy that God had enabled him 
to perform this defired duty, he haftened to his 
houfe, out of which he never moved, till like 
St. Stephen, he was carricd by devout men to his 
Grave, | 

Thenexe day after his Sermon, his ftreangth 
being much wafted, and his fpirits fo fpent, as 
indifpofed him to bufinefs, or totalk: A friend 
thac had often been a witnefs of his free and 
facetious difcourfe, asked him, Why are you [ad? 
To whom he replied witha countenance fo full 


of cheerful gravity, as gave teftimony of an 


inward tranquillity of mind, and of a foul wil- 
ling to take a farewell of cthis world, And 
Gids« ~ = 8 we F 4). Gg | 

~ £Tam not fad, but moft of the night paft I 
have ente:tained my felf wich many thoughts 
“of feveral friends that have lefe nie here, and 


“gre gone to that place from which they fhall not 


“return: And, that within a few dayes J alfo 
 fhall cohence, and be no more feen, And, my 


“preparation for this change is become my 


© nightly meditation upon my bed, which my 
* infirmities have now made reftlefs tome, Bur, 
€ at chis prefent time I was in a ferious contem- 
“plation of the providence and goodnefs of 
© God tome, whoam lefs chan the leaft of his 
“merciess and looking back upon my life paft, 
€ T now plainly fee it was his hand chat prevented 
©me fromall temporal employment; and, it 


fwas his Will that I fhould never fertle nor 


os  Sthrive 


Gea 


¢ 
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€ ehrive till Ientred into the Miniftry s in which, 


* [have now liv’dalmoft twenty years (I hope 


‘to his glory) and by which I moft humbly 
‘thank him, Ihave been enabled to requite. 


“moftof thofe friends which fhewed me kind- - 


“nefs when my fortune was very low, as God 
“knows it was: and (as it hath occafioned the 
‘expreffion of my gratitude) I thank God 


~ ©moftof them have ftood inneedof my requi-~ 


“ral, Jhaveliv’dto be ufeful and comfortable 
“co my good Father-in-law Sir George Moore, 


whofe patience God hath been pleafed to ex- 


“éercife with many temporal Croffes; I have | 
€ maintained my own Mother, whom it hath 
“pleafed God after a plentiful fortune in her 
< younger dayes, to bring toa great decay in her 
very old age, I have quieted the Confcien-" 
“ces of many that have groaned under the bur- - 
‘chen of a wounded fpirit, whofe prayers I 
“hope are available for me, I cannot plead inno- 
“cency of lite, efpecially of my youth: Bur 5 I 
“am to bejudged byamercifulGod, who # not 
©willing to [ee what I have done amifs, And, 


. though of my felf Ihave nothing to prefent to 


© him but fins and mifery ; yer, [know helooks | 


‘not upon me now as Tamof my felf, but asI 


am in my Saviour, and hath given me even at 


© thistime fome teftimonies by his Holy Spirit, 


‘chat Tam of thenumber of his Ele&: £ 
Sam therefore full of joy, and fhall dye in 
Sppace, | -_ 


74 
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I muft here look fo far back , as to tell the 
Reader, chat at his firft return out of Effex to 
preach his laft Sermon, his old Friend and Phy- 
fician, Dr, Fox, amanof great worth, came to 
him coconfule his health; and that aftera fighe 
of him,and fome queries concerning his diftem- 
pers, he told him, That by Cordials,and drinking 
milk twenty dayes together, there was a probability 
of hisreftauration to healths but he paffionately 
denied to drink it. Neverthelefs, Dr. Fox, who 
loved him moft intirely, wearied him with fol- 
licitations,till he yielded cotake it for cendayess 
at theend of whichtime, he told Dr, Fox , be 
had drunk it more tofatisfie him, than to recover 
his health: and that he weuld not drink it tex 
dayes longer upon the beft moral alfurance of ba- 
ving twenty years added to his life, for he loved it 
nots andthat be was fo far from oe death, 

¢ longed for the 
day of bis diffolution, 

It isobferved, that a defire of glory or coms 
mendation is rooted inthe very nature of man 5 
and, that chofe of the fevereftand moft mo:ti- 


-ftedilives, though they may become fo hurmbie 


as to banifh felf-flattery, and fuch weeds as na- 
turally grow there; yet, they have not been 
able to kill this defire of glory, bue that like 


“our radical heat ic will both live and dye with us; 


and, many think it fhould dofo; and, we want 


not facred examples to juftifiethedefire of ha- 


ving our memory to out-live ourlives: whichI 
eet | . > mention, 
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". mention, becaufe Dr, Denne, by the perfuafion 
» Of Dr, Fox,eafily yielded at this very time to 
. havea Monument made for him; but Dr, Fox 
: ndertook not to perfuade how or what ic 
. — bes that was left to Dr, Downe him- 
fle 7 

| ‘Thisbeing refolved upon, Dr. Donne fent for 
. Carver to make for him in wood the figure of 
- an Urn, piving him direGtions for the compafs 
-. and heig 

of theheightof his body, Thefe being gor, 
then without delay a choice Painter was to be in 
~  areadinefs to draw his picture, which was taken 





tof ic; and, to bring with ic a board 


as followeth. — Several Charcole-fires being — 


, . firft made in his large Study, he brought with 
_ him into that place his winding-fheet in his 
hand 5 and, having put off all his cloaths, had 
this fheet put on him, and fo tyed with knots at 
his head and feet, and his hands fo placed, as 
dead bodies are ufually fitted to-be fhrowded 


and put into the grave, Upon this @rz he thus 


ftood with his eyes fhut,and with fo much of the 
| fheet tarned afide as might fhew hislean, pale, 
_ and death-like faces which was purpofely turn- 


ed toward the Eaft, from whence he expected — 
the fecond coming of his and our Saviour, Thus — 


he was drawn at his juft height; and when the 
picture was fully finifhed, he caufed it to be fet 
by his bed-fide, where it continued,and became 


-  hishourly objeé till his death: and, was thea . 


given to his deareft friend-and Executor Dr: 
Me cee Hots Stat aS are 


i Kings 
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Kinz, who caufed him to be thus carved in one 
entire piece of white Marble, as it now ftands in 

the Cathedral Churchof St, Pasls sand by Dr, 
Dozne’s own appointment, thefe words were to 
be affixed toit as his Epitaph: 


FOHAN NES DON NE 
—— - Sac. Theol. Profeffor - 


Foft varia Studia quibus ab annis tenerrimis fi- 
deliter , nec infeliciter incubuit 5 
Infiinls Gr impulle Sp, Saniti, Monite 
| Cy Hortats 
| REGIS J ACOB I, Ordines Sacrés avsplescits 
Anno fui Fefu, 1614, O fue etatis 42, 
Decanatu hujus Ecclefia indutas 27, Novem 
bris 1621, 
Exntus morte ultimo Die Marti 1631, 
Hie licet in occidue Cinere Alpicit Eum | 
Cujus nomen eft Oriens, 
- Upon Monday following, he took his laft 
Jeaveof his beloved Study and,being fenfiole 
of his hourly decay, retired himfelf to his bed- 


chamber: and, that week fent ag feveral times 
oe : _ for 
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for many of his moft confiderable friends ; with 
whom he took afolemn and deliberate farewell 5 
commending to their confiderations fome fen- 
tences ufeful for the regulation of their lives, 
and then difmift them,as good Facob did his 
fons, with a fpiritual benediction, The Susday 
following he appointed his fervants, thac if. 
- there were any bufinefs undone that concerned. 
‘him or themfelves, it fhould be prepared againft 
Saturday nexty for, after that day he would aoc 
mix his choughts with any ching that concerned 
this world, nor ever did: But,as 06, fo he 
waited for the appointed time of his diffalu- 
£702, Ss j 7 
And now he had nothing to do but to dyes; 
to dowhich, he ftood in need of nolonger time,- 
for he had ftudied long, and to fo happy a per- 
fection, that in a former ficknefs hecalled God © 
to witnels * he was that minute ready to deliver tq his 
bis foul into hishands,if that minute God would Book of 
determine his diffolwtion, Yn that ficknefs he 7°" 
bee’d of God the conftancy to be preferved in- 
thac eftare forever; and his patient expectation 
to have his immortal foul difrob’d from her gar- 
ment of mortality, makes me confident he 
now had a modeft affurance that his Prayers 
were then heard, and his Petitiongranted, He 
_ lay fifteen dayes earneftly expecting his hourly. 
change and, inthe laft hour of his laft day, as 
his body melted away and vapoured into fpirit, 
his foul having, verily believe,fome Revelation 
| mm)’ 


78, 
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of the Beatifical Vifion, he faid, 7 were mifera- 
ble iff Imicht net dyes and after thofe words | 
clofed many periods of his faint breath, by 
faying often, Thy Kingdoms come, Thy Will be 
done, His {peech, which had long been his rea- 
dy and faithful fervant, left him not till the laft 
minute of his life, and then forfook him; not 
co ferve another Mafter, but dyed before him ; 
for that it was become ufelefs tohim thar now 
converfed with God on earth, as Angels are faid 
to do inheaven, onely by thoughts and looks, Be- 
ing fpeechlefs, he did as St, Stephen,look Ped{a/?- 


‘Ly towards heaven, till be faw the Son of God 


flanding at the right hand of his Father: and 
being fatisfied with this bleffed fight, as his foul _ 
afcended, and his laft breath departed from him, 
he clofed his own eyess and then, difpofed his 
hands and body into fuch a pofture as required 
not the leaft alteration by thofe chat came to 
fhroud him. 

Thus variable, thus vertwous was the Life: 
thus excelent,thus exemplary wasthe Death 
of thismemorable man, a 

He was buried in that place of St, Panis 
Church which he had appointed for that ufz 
fome years before his death 5 and, by which he 
paffed daily co pay his publick devotions to Al- 
mightyGod (whowas then ferved twice a day 
by apublick form of Prayer and Praifes in char 
place ) but,he was not buried privately,chough 
hedefired it ; for, befide an unnumbred ~— 
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ber of others, many perfons of Nobility, and 


. of eminency for Learning, who did love and ho- 
nour him in his life, did thew it at his death, by a 
voluntary and fad atcendance of his body tothe 
grave, where nothing was fo remarkable as a 
publick forrow. 


- To which place of his Burial fome mournful - 


Friend repaired, and, as Alexander the Great did 
to the grave of the famous Achites , fo they 
ftrewed his with an abundance of curious and 
coftly Flowers; which courfe they (who were 
never yet known) continued morning and eve- 
ning for many dayes; not ceafing till the ftones 
that were taken up inthat Charch to give his 
body admiffion into the cold earth ( now his 
bedof reft) wereagain by the Mafons art fo 


levelled and firmed, as they had been formerly 5 


and, his place of Burial undiftinguifhable to 
common view, : 7 

Nor was this all the Honour done to his re- 
verend Afhes; for, as there be fome perfons 


that will not receive a reward for that for which © 


God accounts himfelf a Debtor: perfons, chat 
_ dare truft God with their Charity, and without 
' a witnefss fo there was by fome grateful un- 
* known Friend, that tnought Dr, Donne's me- 
mory ought to be perpetuated, an hundred 


Marks fent to his two faithful Friends * and pr.xing 


and D.. 
Monfort. 


- Executors, towards the making of his Monu- 
" - ment. Ie was not for many years known by 
whoms but,after the death ot Dr, Fox, it was 
, Z. ee known 


a 
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be Life of John Donne, 
known that ie was hechat fentiets and he lived 
to fee as lively a reprefentation of his dead 
Friend, as Marble can exprefs ; a Statue indeed 
folikeDr, Donne, that (as his Friend Sir Hex- 
ry Wotton hath expreffed himfelf ) it (eems to 
breath faintly, and, Pofterity fhall look upon it as 


 akindof artificial Miracle. 


He was of Stature moderately tall, of a trait: 
and egqually-proportioned body, to which all his 
words and actions gave an unexpre(fible addition 
of Comelinefs, 

The melancholy and pleafant humor were in him 
focontempered, that each gave advantage to the 
other, and made his Company one of the delights 
of Mankind, 

His fancy was snimitably hich, equalled onely 
by his great wit, both being made ufeful by a com- 
manding judgement, 

His alpect was chearful, and fuch as gave a 
filent tefiimony of a clear knowing foul, andof a 
Confcience at peace with it felf, 

His melting eye fhewed that he had a foft heart, 
fullof noble compaffion ; of too brave a foul to of- 
fer taj uries,and too much aChriflian not to pardon 
thems in others. | 

He did much contemplate (efpecially after he 
entred into his Sacred Calling) the metcies of 
Almighty God, the immortality of the Soul, ard 
the joyes of Heavens and would often {ay ,Blet- 
{fed be God that heis God divinely like himfelf. 

| ~ OATS 
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He was by nature highly paffionate, but more apt 
' — toreluct at the exceffes of it, A great lover of the 
i it of humanity, and of fo merciful a {pirit,that 
*  henever beheld the miferies of Mankind wich- 
out pity and relief: 
' Hewasearneft and unwearitdin the fearch of 
knowledge; with which his vigorous foul is now 
_ fatisfied, and employed in a continual praife of that 
God that firft breathed tt into his active body ; that 
body which once was a Temple ef the Holy 
Ghott, and is now become a [mall quantity of 
Chriftian duft: 7 
But 1 fhall fee it reanimated, * 
. | J e WW, 
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such asthonwerts for, none can truly know 


He muft have language, travel, al the Arts, 
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An Epitare written by De 
Corbet, late Bifhop of Oxford, 
» onhis Friend Dr. Donne. 


si E that wou'd write an Epitaph for thee, 
And write it well, muft firft begin to be 


Thy life and worth, but he that hath liv'd fo. 
He muft have wit to fpare, ana to hurle down, 
Enough to kcepthe Gallants of the Town. 

He muft have learning plenty, both the Laws, 
Civil and Common, to judge any €aufe, 
Divinity great ftore above the reft, . 
Not of the la(t Edition, but the beft. 


Fudgement to ufe, or et fehe wants thy parts, 

He mult have friends the higheft, able to do, 

Such as Mecoenas, and Auguttus too, 

He mult have [uch a fickne{s, [uch a death, 

‘or elfe his vain defcriptions come beneath. 
He that nontdwrite an Epitaph for thee , 

Should firft be dead; let st alone for me, 


TG 
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“To the Memory of my ever 


defired Dr. Donne. An Ele- 
— gy by H. King, late Bifhop 
of | Chicefler. 


T O have liv'd eminent in a degree 2 
Beyond our loftieft thoughts, that is like thee s 


- Orv have hadtoo much merit, 1 not fafes 


For {uch exceffes find no Epitaph. 
At common graves we have poetick eyes, 
Can melt themfelves in eafte Elegies ; 


Each quill can drop his tributary at 


And pin it like the hatchments totheher{e: — 
But at thine, Poem or In{cription 


(Rich foul of wit and laneuaze) we have none, — 


Indeed a filence does that Tomb bi fit, 

Where ws no Herauld left to blazon tt. 
Widow d invention juftly doth forbear 

To come abroad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great Patron, whofe prerozative 
Maintain'dandcloath d her (0, as none alive 
Mut now pre{ume to keep her at thy rate, 
Though he the Indies for her dower effute, 
Or elfe that awful fire which once did burn 


— Inthy clear brain, now fallen into thy Urn, 


G2. Lives 


84 Che Life of John Donne, 

Lives there to fright rude Empericks from thence, 
Which might profane thee by their Ignorance, 
WVhoever writes of thee, and ina fisle 

Unworthy [uch atheme, does but revile 

Thy precioss duff, andwakes a learned [pirit, 
Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit = 
For all a low-pitch t fancy can devife 

ill prove at heft but hallowed injuries, 

Thou like the dying swan did’ ft lately fing 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the Kings 
When pale looks and (aint accents of thy breath 
Prefented {oto life that piece of death, 

That it was fear dand prophefi d by all 
Thou thither cam't to preach thy Funeral, 
Oh had ft thos in an Eleciack knell . 
Rung ont unto the World thine own farewell, 
And in thy hich victorious nunsbers beat 
The folemn Ywealures of thy griev'd retreat, 
rheu micht’ ft the Potts fervice now have mift, 
‘As well as then thou didft prevent the Prieft : 
And nevir to the World beholden be, 
So much as for an Epitaph for thee, 
I donot likethe offices morist fit  ~ 
Thou who didft lend our age {uch {ums of wit, 
Shonld ft now re-borrow from her bankrupt mine 
That oareto bury thee which firft was thine : 
Rather ftill leave us in thy debt, and know, 
Exalted Sonl, more glory ‘tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay, 
Than with embafed Coyn thofe Rites defray, 
_ Commit 
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Commit we thenthee to thy felf, nor blame 
Our drooping loves that thus to thine own fame 
Leave thee Executor, fince but thine own — 
No pen could do thee Fuftice, nor bayes Crown 
Thy vaft deferts ; fave that, we nothing can 
Depute tobe thy afbes guardian: 8 

So, Jewellers no Art or Metal truft 
To form the Diamond,but the Diamonds duft, 


H, K. 





An ELE eae Drs 
DON NE. 


“\Ur Donne ts dead : and, we may fiching fay, 
Oi. had that man where language chofe to tay 
And fhew her atmoft power. I wow d not praife 
That, and his great Wit, which in eur vain dayes 
Makes others preuds but, as thefe ferv'd to unlock 
That Cabinet his wind, where fuch a flock 
Of knowledge was repos d, that I lament 
«Our juft and general canfeof difcontent, . 


And, I rejoyce I am not (0 fevere, 
But as I write a Line, to weep a tear 
| For his deceafe +. {uch fad Extremities 
Can make {uch men as [write Elegies, 
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And wonder not, for, when fogreat a lofs. 
Falls on 4 Nation, and they flight the Crofs, 
God hath rais'd Prophets to awaken them 
From their dull Lethareys rage my Pen, 
Not us'dtoupbraidthe World: though now it rn jt 
Freely, and boldly, for, the Caufe sj nft. 


” Dak age! oh, lwou'd {pare thee,butthow rt worfe: 
Thow art not only dull, but, haft a Curfe 
Of black Ingratitude: if not, Coulaft tho 
Part with this matchle{s man, and make no vow 
F or thee and thine {ucce{[ively to pay, 
Some fad remembrance to his dying day ? 


Did his Youth {catter Poetry, wherein 

Lay Loves Philofophy? Was every fis 

Pickur'd in his fharp Satyrs, made fo foul ) 
_ That fome have fear'd fins fhapes,cr kept their foul 

Safer by reading Verfe? Did he give dayes, 

Paft marble Monuments to thofe whofe praife 

Hewou'd perpetuate? Didhe (I fear 

Envy will doubt ) thefe at his twentieth year? 


Bat more matur'd: didhis rich foul conceive, 
And, in harmonious holy numbers weave 
* LaCo. A Crown of Sacred * Sonnets, fit to adorn 
tena. =A dying Martyrs brow : or, tobe worn 
| Onthat ble head of Mary Magdalen, 
_ After fhe wip d Chrifts feet , but not, tillthen, 
Did he ( fet for fuch Penitents as (be 
Andhetoufe) leave us a Letanie, 
. :. Which 
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Which all devout men leve : and, doubtle{s [ball | 
‘As times grow better, grow mor’ Clafficall, : 
Did he write Hymns, for Piety and wit, 

Equal to thofe great grave Prudentius wri * 

Spake he all Languages e Knewheall Laws= 
The grounds and Hf eof Phyfick - but, becanje 
corps metroenary, WAU Gib: wert to fee 

chat happy place of Chrifts Nativity. - 
Did he return and preach him? preach him {0 

As fince St, Paul none ever did 1 they know? 
Thofe happy fouls that hear'a him know thes truth, 
Did he confirm thy ag’d? convert thy youre 
Didhethele wonders! and, 2 his dear lefs 
Mourn'd by fofew? few for fogreat a Crofte 


Bus fure, the filent are ambitious all 

— gobeclofe Mourners at his Funeral, 
If not,in common pity, they forbear = 
By Repetitions to renew our care © 
or knowing grief conceiv'd, and bid , ‘conjpumes 
mans life infenfibly, as poyfon fumes 0 
Corrupt the brain, take filence for the way 
reinlarge the foul jrem thefe walls mud and clays 
Materials of this body: t0 remain es 
With himin Heaven, where no promifcnows pare 
‘Lelfens thofe joyes we have : for; with him ako 
Are fatisfied, with joyes effentiall, 


Dwell on thefejoyes ™) thoughts + ob, do not call | 


Grief back, by thinking on ro Fuperall: 
a ww 4 
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Forget belov'd me :, wafte not my [wift years 
Which hafte to Davids (eventy,fill’d with fears 
And forrows for his death, Forget his parts, 
«They finda living grave in good mens hearts, 
And, for my firft ts daily paid for fins 
Forget to pay my fecond fich for him, 
Forget his powerful preaching: and, forget 
I ams bis Convert: Ob nny frailty! let 
My fic be no more heard : st will obtrude 
This Letharey : folhow'd my gratitude, 
| My vows of gratitude fhou'd fo be broke s 
Which, can no more be, than his vertues (poke 
By any but himfelf: for whicheaufe,I | 
Write no tacomiums, bet this Elegy, 
Which, as a Free-will offering, I here give. 
~ ‘Fame and the World: and parting with it grieve, 
I want abilities, fit tofet forth, 
4 Monument, grewt,as Donne's matchle[s worth, 
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